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4. Vail, Vansant, Wade, Wells, Wheeler, and Zolli- 
cotler -75. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 
The SPEAKER. 
non the motion to reconsider. 

"Mr. CLINGMAN. Is itnot first upon second- 
ing the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
debate? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. ROBBINS. [call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, in order that the bill may be printed, 
and we may have an opportunity of examining it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
motion; and, a division being had, there were— 
ayes 65, noes 62. 

“Mr. COBB. L[ call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask for tellers upon the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to makean inquiry of 
the Chair. I desire to know in what condition the 
bill will be left, if the House now adjourn ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The previous question 
has been seconded. 

Mr. ROBBINS. If it has been, all will be right. 

Mr. DEAN. The previous question was not 
Only one side of the question has been 


[wee 


u 


seconded. 
counted. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to reconsider is 
vending, and the question of reconsideration will 
ielee the billup at any time. 

The question was then taken upon the demand 
for tellers; and they were not ordered. 

The Chair then announced the result upon the 
motion to adjourn as being—ayes 66, noes 62. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock and 
twenty minutes) adjourned until to-morrow, at | 
twelve o’clock, m. 


eS | 


IN SENATE. 


Tuespay, April 18, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirevrn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. President, I have been | 

requested to present the memorial of the American 

Statistical Association, praying that a copy of the 

documents printed by order of Congress may be 

furnished to them. This subject has already been 


referred to the Committee on the Library, and || 
therefore | move that this memorial be referred to |! 


the same committee. | may say that the association 
which makes this request is avery important one, 
has done a good deal for the promotion of statis- 
tical science, and has rendered important services 
to the Census Department of this Government, in 
preparing their recent report. I hope, therefore, 
that the prayer of the memorial may be favorably 
considered by the Committee on the Library. I | 
move that it be referred to that committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COOPER presented a mergorial of citizens 
of Philadelphia, praying Congress to erect a new 
post office building at Philadelphia; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. 

Also, a remonstrance of citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, gainst the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, a memorial of the members of the faculty | 
of Pennsylvania College, praying for a grant of 
land in favor of the chartered colleges of the 
United States; which was referred tu the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 
eon the memorial of Gideon Prior, a soldier 

the revolutionary war, praying for a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 
in resolutions passed at a meeting of citizens | 

Norristown, Montgomery county, Pennsylva- | 





The question now recurs | 


Is that question open for | 
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| nia, and resolutions passed ata meeting of citizens 


of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, held in the 
town hafl, at Chester, remonstrating against the 
passage of the bill to establish territorial govern- 
ments in Nebraska and Kansas; which were 
|| ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the establishment of a daily 


mail route from Kinzer’s post office to the village | 


of Intercourse; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, a petition of the heirs-at-law and descend- 


| who served to the end of the war, praying that 


those officers, and that the value of the commuta- 


| lowance; which was referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 


against the passage by Congress of any bill which 
| will permit the introduction of slavery into the 
| Territory of Nebraska, or in anywise infringe 
upon the eighth section of the Missouri compro- 
mise act; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. MALLORY. 1 present the petition of 


increase of pension. 
petition, that itis one which appeals strongly to 
| the sympathies of the Committee on Military 
Affairs; and it comes within the precedents estab- 


ants of officers of the Army of the Revolution, | 
| they be allowed the half pay for life promised | 


tion received by them be deducted from that al- | 


Also, a remonstrance of citizens of Philadelphia | 


| Ad@le Sands, widow of Major R. M. Sands, late | 
of the Army of the United States, asking for an | 
1 will say, in regard to this | 


| lished by the acts granting pensions to the widows | 
| of Major Dade and Major Gardiner. I move that | 


| the petition be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Also, the petition of Margaret Chandler, mother 


of the late Walter S. Chandler, second lieutenant | 


|of second regiment of United States Artillery, 
| who was drowned while in the discharge of his 
| duty, praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr.SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 


i 

} 

| . . 

| of Ludlow, Vermont, praying that no appropria- | 
| 


tion be made to pay for the negroes captured in 


| the schooner Amistad, and set at liberty by order | 


'| of the United States Supreme Court; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, it affords me much | 


| pleasure to present a petition from a number of | 
American citizens of the Hebrew faith, who desire | 


to unite with their Christian fellow-citizens in ask- 


| ing the interposition of the Government to secure | 


| RELIGIOUS PRIVILEGES ABROAD. 
' 
} 
' 


| to all our countrymen abroad the rights of reli- 
gious worship. 


which marks our institutions. 


civil and religious, more oppressive than that en- 
dured by any other people, driven from the prom- 
ised land granted to their forefathers, the separate 
existence to this day of the children of Israel is.a 

erpetual miracle, establishing the truth of their 


was, in the earliest period, and seen, as it still is, 
in the latest. 
length reached a continent, unknown to the patri- 


weeping, to change the language of their Psalmist, 
even when remembering Zion, and where the law 


Exposed as the members of this persuasion yet 


dices, and to religious disabilities, the position of 
| our citizens abroad who belong to it has peculiar 


‘his union, in order to promote | 
| the accomplishment of this great object, is a happy | 
illustration of the spirit 6f equality and toleration | 
Persecuted for cen- | 
turies with bitter hostility, subjected to a tyranny, | 


istory as well as of our religion, foretold, as it | 
In their migrations they have at | 


archs, by whose rivers they may sit down without | 


secures equal rights to all, be they Jew or Gentile. | 


are, in portions of Europe and America, both | 
Protestant and Catholic, to the mostilliberal preju- 


claims to the consideration and interposition of the | 


|| Government. Besides their legal rightto equal pro- 
tection, there is no portion of our population whose | 


peaceable and law-abiding conduct better proves 
than theirs does, that they are well entitled to all 
the privileges secured to every American by our 
system of Government. I repeat, sir, | am grat- 


\ 
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ified that they are taking part in this great move- 
ment, and I trust that ere long, they as well as all 
our other citizens, sent by the soaileuna of life to 
foreign countries, may receive the benefits of it. 
I present this petition and another of similar 
import; and I move that they be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
They were so referred. 


PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Brown be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Commitiee on Pensions. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of Francois Cousin, praying the confirmation of 
his title to a tract of land, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the petition 
of Charles Evans and others, praying indemnity 
for losses occasioned by the operations of the 
American army in Florida, in 1814, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill further to carrytnto 
effect the provisions of the ninth article of the Flor- 
ida treaty, with respect to certain losses of Span- 
ish subjects in West Florida; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COOPER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Eliza M. Evans, praying to be allowed 
interest on a sum of money advanced by her 
father, Colonel Anthony Walton W hite, deceased, 
for the use of a regiment commanded by him 
during the revolutionary war, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill fog her relief; which was 
read, and passed toa second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Healso, from the same committee, to whom were 
referred papers in relation to the claim of Isaac C. 
Thompson, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac 
C. Thompson, the only surviving child and legal 
representative of William Thompson, deceased, 
formerly a brigadier general in the Army of the 
Revolution; which was read, and passed toa second 
reading. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom the To was referred, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill making 
provision to compensate agents for paying pen- 
sions, and prescribing the time and manner of set- 
tling their accounts; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom were referred documents in 
support of the claim of Sarah Crandall, widow of 
James Coon, to a pension, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for her relief; which was 
read, and passed toa second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memoria! of Rhoda Lewis, pray- 
ing a pension, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Anne 
Royall, widow of Captain William Royall, of the 
Revolutionary Army, praying for a pensien, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; whith was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Sophia Kirby, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


PERCUSSION ARMS TO THE STATES. 
Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affaire be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the 
law, that such States as shall desire, be allowed to return to 
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the United States the whole, or any portion, of the flint | 


lock small arms now in their possession, and previously 
issued by the General Government, under the act of April 
28, ISO; and that the value of said arns, according to the 
standard at the time of their issue, be furnished said States 
in percussion muskets and rifles, originally manutactured 
as such by the United States, at their armories, or in such 
other ordpance or ordnance stores as shall be designated by 
the Governors of said States respectively, or their authorized 
avents: Provided, That all arms returned as aforesaid shall 
appear in good condition; and all expenses of transperta 
tion shall be paid by the States so making the change as 
afuresaid, respectuvely. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of previous 
, 

notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
billto revive, for a limited time, an act in relation 
to donations of land to certain persons in the State 
of Arkansas; which was read a first and second 
time by its utle, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT DUBUQUE. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent and egreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the construction of a marine hospital at Dubuque, Lowa. 

BURLINGTON UNIVERSITY. 

Mr, DODGE, of Iowa. I am instructed by 
the Committee on Public Lands to report a bill for 
the reef of the Burlington University, in lowa. 
It is a bill to which there can be no objection, and 
I ask the Senate to put it upon its passage now. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to grant to the Burlington Univer- 
sity, in the State of lowa, the lot or parcel of 
land in the city of Burlington, lying west of Jot 
$78, between Market and Valley streets, which 
was set apart as a burying-ground, under the 
provisions of the acts of July 2, 1836, and March 
3, 1837, with a proviso that this grant is to operate 
only asarelinquishment of the night of the United | 
States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to -con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives, 
granting a homestead of one hundred and" sixty | 
acres of the public lands to actual settlers. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, to the details 
of the bill now under consideration I have given 
no attention, but its principles meet the full appro- | 
bation of my head and my heart. Of my head 
because, in my judgment, it will give to the coun- | 
try strength ee defense, which will serve in the | 
place of fortifications and standing armies. Of 
my heart, because it is an act of justice. Of my 
head, because it does that wisest of all things in 
a country, it couples patriotism with an interest, 
and makes it more ardent, available, and enduring. 
Of my heart, because it will give a house to the 
houseless and a home to the homeless. 

The people of a country form its institutions, 
and its institutions, in turn, form the character of 
the people. People, institutions, and country are 
so nearly allied that they must mutually mould 
and sustain each other, for separately they will 
falland decay. 

Institutions should create and encourage love of 
country, and willingness to suffer in its deferse; 
for, without this, institutions will fall into weak- 
ness, disrepute, and degeneracy, from which tyr- 
anny cannot rescue, nor severity save. 

Mr. President, in all ages of the world there 
has been a longing, aching, and earnest desire in 
men to own and individualize the ownership of | 
the soil; and for the promise, possession, and en- | 
joyment of this, they have and will endure patiently | 
more hardships, more fatigue, more suffering, and 
show more patriotism, than for all other earthly 
things put together. 

In undertaking so wide and radical a change of 
our past policy, and adopting a new one with us, 
that is to effect so materially a large portion of our 
fellow-citizens, it is both prudent and proper to 
pause, and inquire whether other countries have 
adopted this, or a similar policy, and what its 
results have been. This is a legitimate inquiry, | 
From the past, under like circumstances, we may 


safely reason what the future will be. The first 
instance of the adoption of a similar policy was 


in Egypt, long anterior to the Mosaic period, } 


given by Diodorus Siculus,in Book I, chapter 6, 


in which he says that, anciently, the lands were | 


divided into three parts, the first to the priests, the 


second to the king, and the third to the soldiers | 


or people. 


I disapprove of the first and second divisions, | 


but the third commends itself to my approbation 
as well for its wisdom as its justice. 


division: 


‘* The last portion belongs to the soldiers who, at a word, 


are ready at the King’s commands, for ewery expedition; | 


thatthey who venture their lives in the Wars, being en- 
deared to their country by that plentiful share and propor 
tion allotted them, may more cheerfully undergo the haz 
ards of war. For it would be an irrational thing to intrast 
the safety and preservation of the whole, with them who 


have nothing in their country that is dear or valuable to | 
them to fight for. And the chief reason why so Jarge a share | 


is allotted to them, is that they might more readily marry, 
and by that means make the nation more populous, and so 
there might be no need of foreign aids and assistances.”?’ 


A wise policy in a nut-shell, and well expressed. 


To the soldiers were given one third of all the lands | 


of Egypt, that they might at all times be ready 
and willing to defend the country, and might the 


more readily marry and take the responsibility of | 
a family,and thereby increase the population and | 
strength of the country, so that ** there might be | 


no need of foreign aids and assistances.”’ 


This was in the country where civilization and | 


science were first known, and where regular gov- 


ernment was first established among men, and all | 


these continued to prosper and flourish until this 
wholesome policy was abandoned. 

The next instance in which I find this adopted 
as a national policy, was among the Jews. Moses, 
that wisest of secular law-givers, fourteen hundred 
and ninety years before Christ, led the children 
of Israel out of that bondage in which they and 
their ancestors had been for four hundred years, and 
starting them on their weary and perilous journey 
of forty years through a wilderness, it became 
necessary to hold out to them some inducement 
or promise of reward to act, as a stimulant of the 
highest order, to buoy them up, and sustain them 
against the depressing consequences of such a 


| journey, with all its trials, fatigues, dangers, dis- 


appointments,and wretchedness. Moses had made 
known to the Jews all the moral law and will of 
God; and hail held Him up amidst his attributes, 
in all His perfection and beauty of holiness. He 
had promised them God’s enduring favor and pro- 
tection on earth, and their final reward of happi- 
ness in heaven. Yet there was mutiny in the 
camp. ‘They murmured, complained, repented 
that they had started on their journey, and loudly 
clamored to return to the bondage and ‘** flesh- 
pots of Egypt.’’ Something yet remained to be 
done to restore order and give confidence. Amidst 
the thunders of Sinai another revelation was made, 
and another law was given. What was that rev- 
elation? What was that law? That the land of 
Canaan should be divided among the Israelites, 
that they should individyally own it, and that ** the 
land should not be sold forever.”—({Leviticus, 
chapter 25, verse 23.} 

This produced the desired effect. Discontent, 
murmurings, and longings after the ‘ flesh-pots of 
Egypt’? ceased, and in their stead they had pa- 
tience, fortitude, and endurance to the end of their 
journey, thus proving, Mr. President, that men 
will do more and suffer more for the promise and 
possession of lands, than for the love or the fear 
of God. It may well be doubted whether any- 
thing could have induced that people to perform 
that journey, undergoing its fatigues, privations, 
and wretchedness, but this promise that the 
should own the land, and that it should not be 
sold forever. 

Thirty-eight years after that promise was made 
and that law was given, that is one thousand four 
hundred and fifty-two years before Christ, when 
Moses was about to take leave of and bid his fol- 


' lowers farewell, he called them all together, and 


having set down all the names and heads of fam- 
ilies, he said, ** Unto these the land shall be divided 
for an inheritance according to the number of 
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| Josephus. And if this address is not the orig 
| of, or the model from which Washington for: 


, satisfy all that Washington had a predecesso 


| observance of his policy and laws; and f 


April 18, 


inal 
. > ned 
his immortal address to his countrymen, it y 


well repay the curious for the labor of reading ; .. 


see how similar they are in many respects, and 
8, and 


: 7 r 
This great Hebrew law giver, in the most im. 
pressive manner, enjomed upon his followers the 

5 . TOM ised 
them that so Jong as they maintained and observed 


|, this policy and these laws, they should be prog. 
Hear what the historian says as to the last | 


perous, happy, and prevail over their enemies 


* 


Eight years later, that is one thousand four 
hundred and forty-four years before Chirst, Jos} ta 
having exterminated the ancient Canaanites, an, 
fully possessed their country, divided the lands 


among the families as had been commanded by 


|| Moses; thus consummating the promise that hg) 


been madeto the Jews morethan forty years hefore, 


and for the accomp!ishment of which they had r 
with unparalleled patience and fortitude, indeserib. 


| able privations and sufferings. 


Thus had the Jews, under the stimulant of , 
promise that they should be the owners of Jands 
performed this journey, expelled and extermin. 
ated a more numerous and powerful nation thay 
themselves, with ‘‘ cities great and fenced up tp 
heaven.’’—{ Deuteronomy, chapter 9, verse |.) 
Mr. President, so long as this people kept these 


laws and observed this policy, they constanily 


| progressed in power and greatnegs, and bid def. 


ance to all the surrounding barbarous Nationa, 


| though many times more numerous and powerfy| 


' 
| ators. 


than they. But so soon as they ceased to observe 
this policy and these laws, and allowed their lands 


| to be absorbed by the few, (the common soldier 
| having nothing to fight for,) they became a prey 


to surrounding nations, their homes were deso. 


‘lated, and their people became captives in foreign 
|| lands. 


I call the history of Sparta to the notice of Sen- 
For many years the Spartans had been 
distracted and overcome by their enemies in every 


| engagement, and reduced to abject weakness, ti!) 
| **Lycurgus, eight hundred and eighty-four years 
_ before Christ, destroyed all distinctions; and by 
| making an equal division of the land of Laconia 


among the members of the Commonwealth, he 


dred and twelve years. 
| in bold relief the direct effects and advantages of 
| the ownership of lands b 
| ple. Nor did this defeat happen till they had in 


|| banished luxury and encouraged the usefularts.” 


Luxury was banished, and the useful.arts were 
encouraged by the division of the lands. But this 


/ was not all; from that time the Spartans were 
| united in a warm, burning, glowing, and ardent 


patriotism, and never met or suffered a reverse in 
war till the battle of Leuctra—a period of five hun- 
Here, then, may be seen 


the mass of the peo- 


| substance abandoned the laws of Lycurgus. In 
| my deliberate judgment $1,000,000 thus appropn- 


ated is worth more than $100,000,000 expended 
in fortifications and standing armies. 
An instance in the history of Rome may be 


| referred to. 


After all the lands and wealth of that mighty 
empire had been absorbed into the hands of & 


| few aristocratic patricians, enervated and effemi- 
| nated by excessive luxury, idleness, and debauch- 
‘ery, and the plebeians were reduced to beggary 





} 
| 


| 


us only misery and degradation? 


‘and almost to starvation, and after the failure of 
the Gracchi and others to divide the lands among 


the masses, Rome was threatened, yes, Ws 


actually involved in war, and her very citadel 
| reduced to imminent danger, and out of her im- 
| mense population she could not raise troops \0 


defend herself. + Then the patricians appealed to the 


| oppressed plebeians to rise, take arms, and defend 


their country; but the plebeians’ reply was: “w? 
have no country. Why should we shed ow 
blood and give our lives for Rome when she gives 


Here, Mr. President, is a glaring instance of 
national weakness from national injustice—from 
the want of coupling patriotism with an interest. 
If the lands had been divided among the mass*s, 
Rome would never have wanted soldiers or d& 
fenders. 


Mr. President, the Egyptian and his laws hav? 


names.”’—[Numbers, chapter 26, verse 53.] At || disappeared. TheJews forsook the law ve 
this time and place Moses delivered his farewell | given them amidst the reverberation of oe war 
address and gave to the Jews a secular form of || ders of Sinai and fell. The Spartans suffered t 


government; both of which will be found in the 


‘ fourth book of the Antiquities of the Jews, by 


| 


lands to be absorbed by the few, and they wer 
swept from the face of the earth. Rome purst 
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ner 
, thir r 


course of oppression to the toiling masses, and 
remains of her former greatness and 
erandeur but her decayed and decaying monu- 
net ts, statues, and temples! 

M ’ . 
effects. With what a warning voice do these his- 
toric reminiscences come to us? aoe are sug- 
sestive of words that would fill large volumes, but 
] will not enlarge or detain the Senate. Let us 
take heed and avoid the rock on which they split, 
iw an early division of our public lands among 
teoge who will occupy and cultivate them; and 
thas you will avoid the answer of the plebeians to 
+] e patricians of Rome, and at all times have an 
army willing and efficient4n time of need. Give 
to the country an army of land-owners and culti- 
vators, and we may successfully bid defiance to 
the world in arms. 

We have vast unoccupied and uncultivated 
tracts of lands, and they must remain so for long 
years to come unless we adopt this policy; and, 
as the lands are no longer needed asa source of 
revenue to the Government, let us make this wise 
disposition of them that has proved so advanta- 
-eous ty other countries. 
~ And now, Mr. President, if I have not and can- 
not convinee the judgments of Senators that this 
isa wise, prudent, and statesmanlike policy, letme 
appeal to their pity, justice, and humanity; and 
oh, that | had a thousand eloquent tongues to 
make that appeal with, Pass this bill, and hear 
the prayers and blessings of millions of honest 
hearts ascend to Heaven in your behalf. 

Is there a Senator here who, if in his declining 
years should find one man surrounded by a family 
of children, who by the operation of this bill had 
been raised from poverty, want, and wretched- 
ness to comfort, prosperity, and happiness, would 
not feel fully rewarded, and in his heart thank 
God that he had been instrumental in producing 
so happy a result, and that he had voted for so 
benign alaw? Justice requires what wisdom dic- 
tates. Let it be done. 

Mr. EVANS. I have the consent of the Sen- 
ator{Mr. Warker] who reported this bill to move 
that it be postponed until to-morrow, and at the 
same time to move that the bill which has been 


heretofore under consideration, reported from the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, in regard to | 


the claims of revolutionary officers, be taken up. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. CLAY. With the consent of the Senator 
from South Carolina, | desire to move to take up 
the bill which was laid over yesterday at the sug- 


c. President, like causes will produce like | 


gestion of the honorable Senator from Mississippi, | 


(Mr. Brown,} which, I presume, will incur no 
opposition, and which will excite no debate. It 
is the bill to authorize the school commissioners 
of fractional township No. 1, of range No. 10 
east, in Alabama, to locate one half section of land 
for school purposes. It was laid over on the 


suggestion of the Senator from Mississippi, not , 


through any opposition to the measure itself, but 
with the view of amending it so as to provide for 
certain ciuzens of the same class in his own State. 
It is intended to authorize the inhabitants of cer- 
tain townships in Alabama to locate other lands in 
lieu of the sixteenth section in those townships 


which had been reserved by Indian treaties for the | 


benefit of the Indians. 


Mr. EVANS. 1 will waive my motion to take 
up the revolutionary claim bill, to permit the bill 
which the Senator mentions to be considered. 

Mr. Cray’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to consider the bill. 

It proposes to direct the school commissioners 
of the fractional townshi mentioned, in the dis- 
trict of lands subject to pals at Lebanon, Alabama, 
to enter, free of charge, in lieu of lands to whieh 
they are entitled b 
‘tion any where in the township, with a view to 
the ultimate convenience of the citizens and the 
quality of the soil, for school purposes; and such 


oo isto be governed by the same rules, laws, 


tions in Alabama. 
within two years to the Commissioner of the Gen- 


eral Land Office, what lands they have located; 
= he is, upon the receipt of the report, to with- 


regulations as other reserved sixteenth sec- | 


i 


They are to locate and oo 


|| and received a 


valid as any of the sixteenth sections heretofore 
granted in the new States. 

Mr. BROWN. I had intended to move an 
amendment to the bill. I asked its postponement 
yesterday for that purpose. My friend from Ala- 
| bama objects to it, and thinks it would embarrass 
the bill, as the making of an amendment to it 
would take it back to the other House. I there- 
fore forego that purpose, but give notice that I 
will introduce a separate bill to provide for like 
interests in Mississippi. The title of the bill I 
have not prepared. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, was 
read a third time, and passed. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill ‘*to provide 
for the final settlement of the officers of the Rev- 
olutionary Army, and of the widows and orphan 
children of those who died in the service.”’ 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to offer a proviso 
to one of the sections of the bill, which, | think 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, {Mr. 
Evans,] who reported the bill, and who deserves 
so much credit for reporting it, and stating it so 
ably, will agree to. Itis that this act shall be 
construed to extend to surgeons’ mates, who 
served to the end of the war. 

Mr. EVANS. It can be done by amending the 
first section, which reads as follows: 

* Be it enacted, §c., That the officers of the Army of the 
Revolution, who were entitled to half pay for life under the 
resolutions of Congress, af the 2list of October, 1780, the 
17th of January, 1781, the 8th of May, 1781, and the &th of 
March, 1785, shall be entitled to receive the same, although 
such officer may have received, in lieu thereof, the com 
mutation of full pay for five years, under the resolution of 
Congress, of the 22d of March, 1783, ”’ 


—after the words “ eighty-five,’’ may be inserted 
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the words ‘including assistant surgeons, or sur- 


geons’ mates, who shall be allowed the same as 
lieutenants.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS. I move to amend the bill further 
by adding, after the fifth section, the following: 


And be it further enacted, Thatin all cases where any 
officer received full pay under the act of 15th of May, 182, 
or any other act of Congress granting pensions to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Army of the Revolution, one half the 
amount so received shall be dedueted from the sum to 
which'such officer, or his lineal descendants may be entitled 
under this act, and the time for which such officer’s half 
pay shall be computed, shall cease at the time he receives 
such pension. 


I desire to say that the object of the committee 
has been throughout, and the bill has been drawn 
with that single view, to do mere justice to these 
officers, and to give no one an advantage over 
another. Therefore, this clause contains this pro- 
vision. In 1828 all surviving officers of the Revo- 
lutionary Army, by the act passed on the 15th of 
May, were to receive full pay for life. The act 
contains a provision that their half pay under this 

| act shall cease at the time when their pensions 
commenced; but their pension was more than 
half pay; it was full pay; and this additional sec- 
tion merely provides, that whatsoever they receive 
over and above their half pay, shall be deducted 
from the sum to which they may be entitled. 
| This is done with the view of putting the survivors 
on the same footing as deceased officers. 

Mr. WALKER. I do not know that I prop- 
erly understand the amendment of the honorable 


Senator from South Carolina; and I will ask him | 


whether I understand it aright. If f do, it provides 
that from the time that the pensions under the act 
of 1828 commenced, the half pay shall cease. 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WALKER. And in addition thereto, if 
an officer lived for any length of time afterwards, 
pension, one half of the pension so 
| received is to be deducted from the amount of half 
| pay which he would have received up to the com- 


| 


y any existing lgw, one half || mencement of the pension. 


| Mr. EVANS. That is it. 

Mr. WALKER. Well, sir, I cannot go for 

that at osition. I think that the withholding of 

| the half pay of the revolutionary officers, or 
rather the commutation of it, inflicted sufficient 
injury upon them. 

| Mr. EVANS. 


| the chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 


If the Senator from Wisconsin, 


{| Claims, objects to the amendment, I will with- | 
raw the land from sale, and the title is to be as || draw it. 


931 


Mr. WALKER. I think that it is better to 
do so. 

Mr. EVANS. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, this is a very im- 
portant bill, and I must confess that I am not pre- 
pared to vote in favor of it; nor, I may say, to 
vote against it at present. All those who have 
known, historically or traditionally, anything of 
the events of the Revolution, must know that it 
was a period of suffering from its commencement 
to its termination. In fact, during the existence 
of that struggle, we had scarcely a Government. 
Our institutions were kept on almost by their own 
force. From the commencement to the termina- 
tion of the Revolution, from year to year, there 
was a successive depreciation of the currency 
issued by the Government, whether in the shape 
of securities, or Continental money, or whatever 
it was. These were graduated, and the losses 
were imposed upon the community from time to 
time. 

We all know that the amount of payment to 
the officers and soldiers was small; in fact, next to 
nothing. My own father was one of the officers 
of the Revolutionary Army, and I recollect per- 
fectly, that when a boy, I heard him tell that he 
had given a month’s pay for what was called a 
‘** yard”’ of tobacco in those days. That depreci- 
ation was the lot of all. 

Now, my difficulty in regard to the matter is 
this: This matter was settled nearly half acentury 
azo. I do not know how it comes before us. 
Have there been applications from any particular 
quarter for it?) Then, if we begin a system of 
compensation which shall make the Government 
pay in one case, or one class of cases, the actual 
and nominal amount of its money issues, without 
reference to the scale of depreciation at which 
they were issued, why are we not called upon 
to pay off the old Continental money, dollar for 
dollar? Yet we all know that itis perfectly im- 
possible to do any such thing; our revenue could 
not meet itatall. The losses of the Revolution 
did not fall upon individuals alone, but more or 
less upon the whole community; and it seems to 
me that we ought to understand thoroughly what 
we are doing. The honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, | know, has investigated the subject; and 
after his examinations, he has stated the amount 
of expense to which the bill will subject us as not 
exceeding $4,000,000. But, sir, every man who 
has attended to the operations of this Government 
for a series of years, must know how little depend- 
ence can be placed on such calculations. Let any 
man go back to the history of the pension laws, 
the heavy ones of which commenced about 1831, 
and he will observe what little connection there 
has been between the estimates and the actual ex- 
penditures under the pension laws. The expend- 
itures have exceeded the estimates three or four 
or five times. This will be the case here. Judg- 
ing from what has happened, we may well suppose 
that this will beso. Perhaps we have not suf- 
ficient materials on which to base a calculation. 
Whatever the circumstances were which led to the 
result, such, nevertheless, has been the fact under 
the pension laws. 

I think I am in the same condition with a num- 
ber of other gentlemen of the Senate on this sub- 
ject; and I rose for the purpose of stating that I 
am not now prepared to vote on this bill. I want 
to do justice; but it seems to me that this bill will 
be either opening the door very agers or will 
be opening a door for expenditures which it would 
be out of the power of this or any other Govern- 
ment to meet. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, when this bill 
was before the Senate, some days ago, I submit- 
ted what I supposed to be a fair statement of the 
amount in which it was likely to involve us in the 
way of expenditure. I now hold in my hand a 
letter from the Third Auditor, in which he says 
that the whole number of officers who have received 
the commutation, or half pay for life, amounts to 
two thousand two hundred and fifty-six. If you 
add to these the claims that have never been pre- 
sented, forty-six more, it will make two thousand 
three hundred. The highest amount at which the 
officers of the Revolution have ever been estimated 
was two thousand four hundred and eighty; but 
it does not appear, from the books in the Treasury 
Department, that more than two thousand two 

| bundred and fifty-six have ever received commu- 
| tation,or half pay. Now, if you take the average 
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number of officers at two thousand three hundred, 
and allow them (what I endeavored to show, and 
what | have no doubt is an over, rather than an 
under estimate) the half pay of a cafitain for 
twenty years, taking that as the average of their 
lives, the amount of expenditure will be what I 
before stated. In the books in relation to revolu- 
tionary claims that [ have looked at, the officers 
are said to be of the age of ** thirty and upwards.’ 
If they were of that age, I think we may fairly 
compute—and this is the largest computation that 
i have seen—the average of their lives at twenty 
years beyund the close of the war. Then the half 
pay of a captain, which would be about the aver- 
age, and probably a little more than an average, 
of the half pay of all the officers, would be $2,400, 
deducting, as this bill proposes, the commutation 
which each has already received. Each officer, 
therefore, will, on the average, be entitled to re- 
ceive $2,400 under this bill. Then, according to 
this calculation, the largest amount, supposing 
that the descendants of every officer of whom 
we have any record, come in, and receive under 
this bill, will be $5,520,000. But of this number, 
two thousand three hundred, what proportion is 
it likely will ever present their claims? In the 
first place, [ think ita fair presumption, that in the 
time which has elapsed between the Revolution 
and this period, at least one fourth of those fami- 
lies have becomeextinct. To be sure, this is con- 
jectural. We have no tables, no statistics, by 
which wecan ascertain this matter with any great 
certainty. I beg leave, however, to state one or 
two facts in connection with it. 

I had occasion some years ago to compare a 
list of the British peerage of 1756 with that of 
1820, a period of about sixty years. From the 
comparison, it appeared that more than one half of 
the names which existed in the British peerage in 
1756, had disappeared entirely before 1520. Ina 
large number of cases the title had become extinct, 
and the families that owned them were no more; 
or it may have been (and nodoubt it was in many 
cases the fact) that the tide had come into the pos- 
session of female branches of the family, by 
whose marriage the name was changed. This is 
the only fact within my knowledge by which I 
have any means of ascertaining this point; but I 
think it a very fair calculation, from the informa- 
tion which I can obtain on the subject, that in the 
period which has elapsed from the Revolution to 
this time, at least one fourth of the revolutionar 
families have become extinct. Taking one fourth 
from two thousand three hundred, we have one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-five as the 


’ 


* probable number of the officers whose descendants 


will be entitled to relief under this bill. 
Now, sir, suppose the descendants of every one 
of these one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 


five should apply, what sum will you haveto pro- | 


vide for them under the bill? Only $4,140,000. 
But, is it likely that all will apply? Are the de- 
scendants of each one of the one thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-five, now in such a location 
that they can be easily identified? I have gone 
into some calculations upon this matter, and I will 
state my conclusions to the Senate. 


By the act of 1828, a pension was granted to all 


the surviving officers and soldiers in the Revolu- 
tion. In the returns from the Pension Office, this 
statement appears: that there were two thousand 
one bended and seventy-three applications under 
that act, and that of thisnumber only one thousand 
one hundred and seventy-eight were ever put upon 
the pension list. The rest were unable to make 
out their claims. I assume, therefore, that, al- 
though under the pension law of 1828, nearly half 
the applications were disallowed for want of 
proof, yet that one fourth the officers may now be 


fairly estimated as incapable of proving their cases | 


under this bill. Their descendants are scattered 
from Maine to Georgia, and from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific ocean. Then, taking off one fourth of 
this number, it will leave one thousand two hun- 
dred and forty-four. Multiply one thousand two 


hundred and forty-four by two thousand four hun- | 


dred, and it will give you as the total amount 
necessary to be Le ae for the entire extin- 
guishment of all theclaims likely to come in under 
this bill, $2,985,600—a little less than $3,000,000. 

This seems to be a large sum, but compare it 
with what you have done in other cases. We 
have now the largest pension list in the world, | 
believe, in proportion to the military force which 


we have employed in our wars. I find, in look- 
ing at the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
that we have now upon the pension rolls fifteen 
thousand persons, and we have been paying them 
since 1833, a period of twenty years, on an av- 
erage $1,000,000 a year. In 1851, the estimate 
for pensions was $2,344,220. The actual pay- 
ment for the last year was $1,876,072. That is 
the sum which we are now paying from year to 
year. Twice that sum will more than provide for 
all the claims which will be allowed under this | 
act. If, therefore, we have dealt so liberally with 
those who are now living, who rendered services, 
why should we not make some adequate provis- 
ion for the descendants of those who are dead ? 

There is another view of this question. We 
passed, the other day—and I believe that you, Mr. 
President, [Mr. Foor occupying the chair,] was 
the principal champion of it—a bill to give ten 
millions of acres for lunatic asylums in the States. 
| suppose that the value of that grant may be put 
down at $10,000,000. I find, on looking at the re- 
ports, that, for military services, we have given 
away twenty-four millions of acres of land, and 
that more than three fourths of this quantity has 
been granted to those who were en ‘aged in the 
war of 1812, to those engaged in Indian warfares, 
and in the Florida and Mexican wars. I find, in 
addition to this, that we have granted away for 
railroad purposes six millions of acres. This 
makes a total of forty millions of acres of land 
which we have given away for the living; yet some 
gentlemen object to providing a small pittance for 
the descendants of those who are dead. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan seems to 
think that this bill has been sprung upon the Sen- 
ate in some irregular way. Now, sir, I find, in 
looking through the previous proceedings of Con- 
eress—for | know, personally, very little of what 
has been done here—that, in 1818, there was a 
report by Mr. Richard M. Johnson upon this sub- 


ject. He reported a bill proposing to provide for 


these claims pretty much as this bill does. Again, 
in 1824 and 1828 there were similar bills reported. 
They, however, ultimated in granting pensions to 
the living, although the committees reported bills 
corresponding very much with the provisions of 
this, except that, instead of going back to the 
half pay, and charging the officer with what he | 
received by way of commutation, they proposed | 
to give him the amcunt of the commutation, with 
a deduction of one eighth from it, and to allow 
him interestalso. That was done because, accord- 
ing to all the evidence, it appeared that the officers 
received actually only about one eighth of the | 
amount of their commutation. 7 

I have not looked much into the progress of the | 
question from that time; and I do not find that 
there were any petitions presented from 1828 up to 
1850. About that period, the petitions on which 
the bill is framed bezan to be presented. At the 
last Congress there were twoor three. This year 
there are about fifty; and I am satisfied that next 
year there will be five hundred, and they will con- | 
tinue to muttiply, until finally your table will be 
covered with them, and something will have to be 
done. 

1 have now stated, Mr. President, all the in- 
formation which I have in relation to the subject; 
and I do not propose to discuss, what | suppose 


| every Senator feels, the great propriety and justice 


of the claims which these people have upon us. 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I wish to 
make an additional observation at present, in re- 
ply to a seeming objection taken by the honorable 
Senator from Michigan to this bill. He seemed 
to liken it to that class of propositions which have 
been made here, to make good to the recipients 


| the depreciation upon our revolutionary currency. 


He will observe upon examining the bill, that it 


| does not partake of that quality at all; but the 


moving consideration of the bill was undoubtedly 


_the depreciation of the revolutionary currency. 


Tire Senator must be aware that promises were 
made, under resolutions of Congress, of half pay 


| for life to those officers who should serve to the 


| end of the revolutionary war. That got up a/| 
|| clamor in the country that there was likely to be 


fastened upon ita pensioned class for life; and the 


| proposition became very unpopular. It was then 


i} 


proposed, I think by General Washington in the 


first instance, that Congress should commute this || 


haif pay for life, to five years’ full pay. In the }| Cincinnatti. The hereditary nature 
resolution of Congress, commuting the half pay | 


April 18, 


for life, it was not provided that the individ 
officers should be called upon to give their aan 
to it, but that it should be given by divisions ve 
Mr. CASS. By State lines. : 
Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir, by the Continen, 
lines of the several States. Agents were sent j, . 
the country, and this assent was obtained, gj), 
expressly or impliedly; but in whatever way 
commutation was assented to, it was eviden 
the supposition of those whose half pay for 
was thus to be commuted, that they were to ;, 
ceive the full amount of the commutation. = 
stead, however, of receiving it in money,comny : 
tation certificates were issued; and it is know, 
as part of the history.of the country, that thos, 
certificates immediately became depreciated \), 
they were worth at different periods, varying foom 
eight to twelve per cent. only. sli 
Now, this bill proposes to reinstate the parties 
upon certain conditions, in their half pay for |i. 
but it does not propose that the Government sha) 
pay the commutation over again, for it proyiles 
that the nominal amount of the commutation shy)! 
be deducted in full, notwithstanding the deprecig. 
tion from the amount of the half pay to which 
the officer would be entitled; consequently we ar 
not making good the depreciation upon our Pay 
tificates of that day, but we are restoring eqc} 
officer to his rights under the promise of half pay 
and then deducting the nominal amount of which 
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ie 
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he did get by way of commutation. The regy; 


will be this: If the life was a short one, the com. 


_ mutation will amount in reality to as much, and 


in fact to more than the half pay for life; and 
therefore, the descendants, in such cases, wil! o¢ 
nothing, for when you come to make the dedye. 
tion, there will be found to be a balance againg, 
the officer. But if the life was a good one, or 4 


| jong one, if it ran on until the time when the half 


pay, according to the resolution of Congress, 
would amount to more than the full sum of the 
commutation, then the descendants will get the 
balance, after deducting the commutation. It will, 
therefore, be perceived by the Senator from Mirb- 
igan,and by the Senate, that the provisions of this 
bill do not make good any depreciation whatever, 

The Senator’s recollection may serve him in re- 
membering that the Committee on Revolutionary 


Claims, two years ago, I believe, did bring forward 


a proposition to make up to the officers of the 
Revolution, the amount of the depreciation. That 
committee at this session, could not agree upon 
that proposition; but they deemed it wiser to 
report this bill; and after a very full and careful 
examination by the Senator from South Carolina, 
he reported the bill. I am satisfied that he has 
examined its provisions with great care, and that 
he has devoted much attention to the history of the 
period. I am satisfied, as I doubt not the other 
members of the committee are, that this bill, 
say the very most of it, will do nothing more thar 
legal justice to the officers of the Revolution. I for 


one should be truly gratified to see it passed. 


Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator from Wie 
consin must not misunderstand me. | take ™ 
position against the bill, but as it had not been 
argued, I threw out the suggestions which occurred 
to me. 

Mr. WALKER. 1 did not understand the Ser 
ator as opposing the bill, and | wished simply 
answer the objections which he suggested. 

Mr. CASS. The difficulty which occurs to 
is precisely this: It is now proposed to reoye® 
under the Constitution, claims which have arises 
from the bad faith, if you may give it that nam, 
of the Government of the Revolution. Althovg? 
it did all it could, it was incapable of carrying i" 
effect the pledged faith of the Government. © 
you open that question in this case, I do nots 
why you should not reopen it in every other. 

The men of the Revolution settled the claims ® 
the Revolution. The question of commutati® 
must have been settled sixty-five or seventy yee" 


‘| ago,and at that period the parties received = 
|| commutation in full discharge of their claims 0° 
the Government. I cannot state precisely the cit 


tter 
cumstances, for I have not adverted to the _ 
for some time; but | know the facts traditions") 


t aa 
' As the honorable Senator from Wisconsin ¥&° 


correctly says, there wasa great prejudice agen 


a : : ~jael¥ 
the proposition to continue life pensions, pre rile 
as there was a prejudice against the Society ©” 
of that societ} 


“gg > . . ty) 
created such a prejudice against it that the socie!y 
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» fact, became extinguished. That feature of it 
was avolished, and the society went on. There 
vas a similar feeling against life pensions, and 
cherefore there was a change. If | understand it, 
the change was not in all instances agreed to by 
dividuals, but submitted to the lines of different 
Gates, and agreed to by them, and the commuta- 
yong were then accepted by the individuals. 

~ Now, there is no doubt that the Government 


was bound to pay the amount of the commuta- | 


tion. 7 ; 
¢ faith that it was not paid, but it was not paid 


because the Government had no means with 
which to pay it. So itis a breach of faith that 
you did not pay the soldiers of the Revolution, 
, went barefooted and without clothes. They 


whi 
were su 
gie bY 
that the world has ever seen. 


You may consider it, if you please, a breach | 


pported throughout all that trying strug- | 
a principle of patriotism, the most glorious | 


Now, then, I ask again, Mr. President, without | 


caving how this bill ought to be determined, why |, the amount promised them. 


select this particular instance of the incapacity of 
Why not carry the principle through, and look to 
all other cases, and provide for the soldiers as well 
as the officers of the Revolution. This is my dif- 
feulty, and it is the only difficulty | have about 
the bill. : ae 
nart of the Government, or an incapability to fulfill 
ts promises, and we are now able to fulfill them, 
let us doa so. 

Mr. SUMNER. And provide for the Conti- 
nental money? é 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. Why not include the 
Continental money and various other matters? If, 


Government to carry out its pledged faith? | 


if there has been a want of faith on the | 


when the Government began issuing that currency, | 


it considered each paper dollar issued as equal to 
a Spanish milled dollar, and at the end of the 


year there was a depreciation perhaps of fifty per | 


centum, and it went on the succeeding year to 
seventy-five per centum, and so on until you can 
hardly count the rate of depreciation, why not go 


back and ascertain those scales of depreciation, || 


and actually pay the face amount of that currency? 
We all know that there was a great loss upon 
that species of currency. Some of the younger 
portion of the Senate may suppose, perhaps, that 
it was funded like the other debts of the Govern- 
ment; but itis a mistake to suppose so. 
dollar of it, not a cent of it, was ever funded. It 
died in the hands of the community. The sol- 


diers were paid in it, but it went for nothing, and | 


it died in their hands. I repeat, then, if you once 
begin to open that question with relation to the 
faith of the Revolutionary Government and the 
non-fulfillment of its obligations, let us examine 
the whole of it,and I do not see, myself, why 
ar should select one case any more than another. 
3efore that is done the whole subject ought to be 
much more maturely considered than it has been. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to look a little further 
into this matter, and T perceive indications on the 
part of those around me to do so; I therefore 
move that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed, say for a week. 

Mr. CASS. It would be better to say next 
week, 

Mr. SEWARD. Next Wednesday. 

Mr. EVANS. Suppose we say Monday. 

Mr. SEWARD. ‘The honorable Senator who 
has charge of the bill suggests Monday. I have 
no objection to that except this: | am informed 
that the honorable Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pearce] desired, probably, to submit some views 


to the Senate on the subject, and I am told that he | 


is detained from here by illness, and is not likely 
to return before the day which I have named. I 
therefore move to postpone the further consider- 
ation of the bill until to-morrow week. 

Mr. EVANS. Very well. 


Pri CASS. The Senate have been good enough 
say 
other subject on Monday next. There is no par- 
ticular pressure of business, I belie#®; but, if there 
is, | will give way. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is better to say Wednes- 
7s the day which I have already named. 
a WALKER. Before the question is put on 
a motion to postpone, I wish to say, in reply to 

* question put by the honorable Senator from 
Michigan, that I think the answer to his question 
isa very plainone. The question he asks is, why 
hot extend this principle to the soldiers as well as to 
the officers of the Revolution? The plain answer 


Not a | 


that they will hear my remarks upon an- | 


is, that the Government made a promise to the 


officers. 

Mr. CASS. I see that the honorable Senator 
misunderstands me. I know perfectly well that 
the soldiers were not entitled to this pensiog, if it 
may be so called; but what I mean to say, is, 
why not ascertain the value of the pay given to 
the soldiers, and, if it turns out to be worth noth- 
ing, why not pay them again? I know they were 
not ented to commutation, but every one knows 
that their pay was, in point of fact, nothing. 

Mr. WALKER. I have no objection to going 
as far as the Senator from Michigan would go; 
but for our present purpose, the answer to the 
query of the Senator from Michigan is very plain. 
The Government promised half pay for lite to the 
officers if they served to the end of the war. They 
did serve to the end of the war, and complied with 
the conditions on their part. ‘Then, as it were, in 
violation of the contract, they were cut down in 
They were tacitly 


forced to take a commutation of their half pay for | 


life, in five years’ full pay, and even that commuta- 
tion was never paid. Now, we propose to comply 
with the promise of the Government to some ex- 
tent. We cannot do it to the full extent; but we 


propose to comply with it as far as we can, and | 


to make good the promise as far as it is in our 
power to do so. 


The question was taken on the motion to post- | 


pone the further consideration of the bill until 
Wednesday the 26:h instant; and it was agreed 
to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, “April 18, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wituiam H. Mixsury. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
what the first question is before the House? 

TheSPEAKER. The first business in order 
ig upon the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill increasing the salaries of the clerks in the 


Prayer 


| Executive Departments was ordered to be en- 


grossed and read a third time on yesterday; and 
the question is, ‘* Shall the main question upon the 
motion to reconsider be now put?’’ the demand for 


the previous question having been seconded on 


| remarks at this time? 


yesterday. 
Mr. ROBBINS. Is it in order to make any 
The SPEAKER. It is not. The previous 
uestion was seconded yesterday, and the ques- 
tion is, ‘* Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Would it be in order 
to have the bill now read? # 

Mr. DEAN. The original bilf was read yes- 
terday. 

The SPEAKER. It isnot in order to have the 
bill read as a matter of right, upon the demand of 
a single member, but it is competent for a major- 
ity of the House to order the bill to be read. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I hope there will be no objec- 
ion to it. 

Mr. DEAN. I object. The bill is published 
in the Globe which 1s upon our desks, and every 


| member can look at it for himself. 


Mr. HENN. It will be much more intelligible 
if gentlemen will read it for themselves in the 
Globe. I also object. 

Mr. SAGE. When the vote by which the bill 


' was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time 





| 


shall have been reconsidered, will it then be open 
for discussion ? 

The SPEAKER. If the House shall recon- 
sider the vote, the bill will then be subject to com- 
mitment or to amendment, and will be open to 
discussion. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I desire to ask the Chair one 
question. The gentleman from Tennessee indi- 
cated yesterday that he desired to offer an amend- 
ment. Now I want to know if, by unanimous 


consent, he cannot offer it without the necessity | 


of taking all the backward steps which will be 
required in order to reach it regularly ? 
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The SPEAKER. Certainly it will be compe- 
tent for the House to amend the bill by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. ROBBINS. [ have no objection to the 
amendment indicated by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, and | hope it may be allowed, by unani- 
mous consent, to be offered. 


Mr. DEAN. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lam opposed to the bill. 
1 am willing that it should be thrown open for 
amendment and discussion. But the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania yesterday had the previous 
question ordered upon the bill without giving us 
an opportunity of saying one word upon it, and 
lam now unwilling that the gentleman should be 
allowed by unanimous consent to go back and 
make the modification which he desires, without 
giving others an opportunity for explanation. If 
the bill, by general consent, may be thrown open 
to discussion and amendment, | have no objection; 
but [ am not willing that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania shall have the general consent to accom- 
‘lish his own purposes. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I have no modification to pro- 
pose, or desire for discussion. I only desired 
unanimous consent to accommodate the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order, 
the previous question having been seconded. The 
question now is, ** Shall the main question be 
now put upon the motion to reconsider ?’’ 

The question was taken; and the main question 
was ordered to be put. 

The question now being upon reconsidering the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were fot ordered, 

The question was then taken; and the vote was 
reconsidered. 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, was upon m 
motion. I stated, at the time of making it, that it 
was with a view of so amending the bill as to pre- 
vent it from making the appropriation for the sal- 
aries provided for in it permanent. I now propose 
to make that amendment. I move, therefore, to 
add at the end of the original bill the following: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 


strued as to make an appropriation for any period beyond 
the 30th of June, 1854. 


Mr. COBB. 
the amendment. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I have the power. I am will- 
ing to accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

Mr. JONES. It is not my purpose to go into 
an argument upon the merits of this bill. It is 
objectionable to me in its main features, and, for 
one, I cannot support it; but having proposed the 
amendment which I indicated to the House that 
I would, if the vote was reconsidered by which 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time, I shall make no other motion in refer- 
ence to the bill, but leave it in the hands of the 


I desire to offer an amendment to 


| House. 


Mr. COBB. I desire, Mr. Spenker, to offer an 
amendment to the bill which I am sure will meet 
with the approval of the House. Members will 
think that it is right. I move to strike out the 
words: 

*€ And all vacancies in any of the classes named in said 
act mentioned shall be filled by promotion from the next 
class below.’’ 

The effect of the amendment is to destroy the 
proposition that where a vacancy occurs in class 
number three, the highest office, it is bound to be 
filled by a clerk of class number two, when a 
number one is better qualified to discharge the 
duties than number two. If the amendment be 
adopted, promotion will be left to the discretion of 
the heads of the Departments. They will not be 
restricted in their action. Ifa number one isa 
more efficientclerk than a number two, they will be 
allowed to pwr him. Now they cannot do so. 
Merit should be the stepping-stone to promotion; 
and if my proposition be adopted, it will be, under 
this bill. Heads of Departments have the right to 
make their appointments as they deem best. I 
doubt very much the propriety, or the right, of 
Congress to fix rules for these promotions; but t 
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will not argue the question. It is so obvious that 
the appointing power should not be restricted by 
them, that I will content myself with submitting 
the question to the House without further remark. 
Hereafter | may suggest another amendment. | 
do not think it is proper for me to call for the 
previous question, and I will not do so. 

The amendment was read by the Clerk, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, the motion 
which my colleague has made, to strike out that 
provision of the bill, is one which it seems to me 
the House will not hesitate to adopt. It is a new 
principle introduced into the legislation of Con- 
gress, 80 far as | am aware of it, that promotions 
of the civil list shall be made according to the rule 
and practice which has heretofore only obtained 
in the military service of the country. It is very 
evident that it is not the policy of the country to 
confine appointments to any particular class. It 
is against the spirit of our institutions, and it is 
against the proper exercise of the appointing pow- 
er itself, that it shall be limited to any specific 
persons, or any specific class of persons. 

sut, sir, it seems to me that the objection goes 
a step further, and that the provision contained in 
this act, by which vacancies in the first class must 
he filled from the second class, is absolutely un- 
constitutional, The Constitution provides that 
Congress may by law vest the appointment of such 
inferior officers as they think proper in the Presi- 
dent alone, or in the courts of law, or inthe heads 
of Departments. Now, it is perfectly well known 
that Congress itself cannot make the appointment. 
These two Houses of Congress could not by act 
appoint A, B, or C to any office in this Govern- 
ment. The appointing power is not in Congress, 
but to Congress is delegated the right to vest the 
appointmentin the President alone, in the heads 
of Departments, or in the judges of the Supreme 
Court. Now, when Congress proceeds to exer- 
cise this constitutional power, by vesting the ap- 
pointment in the President, or in the heads of De- 
partments, it must vest the complete and entire 
power. As Congress itself cannot make the ap- 
pointment, Congress cannot by act control the 
mode and the manner; it cannot confine and limit 
the appointing power to persons and classes. But 
the appointment and the appointing power must 
be regarded as a complete thing in itself, 

Now, if it is competent for Congress by act to 
say to the President or Heads of Departments, in 
whom the act has vested the power, you shall con- 
fine your appointing power to the second class of 
clerks, why may it not, by the same process of 
reasoning, say, When a vacancy occurs In the first 
class, you shall give it to the oldest officer in the 
second class? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama allow meto ask whether it would not 
be competent for us, if the view of the Constitu- 
tion is right which he is combating, to provide 
in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill that 
all the valuable offices—say all those of which the 
salaries are more than $2,000—shall be filled by 
ex-members of Congress? It would be a fine 
thing; for legislation of that sort would make a 
great many ex-members of Congress, and we 
might provide for those gentlemen who are put 
out. {Leughter. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It involves precisely the same 
idea. The whole matter amounts to this: that 
as the appointment itself cannot be made by Con- 
gress itself, 80 Congress cannot, by act, control 
the person to whom the appointing power is given, 
but to that person must be left the power of making 
the selection to fill vacancies. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to say that I have no objection whatever to the 
amendment of his colleague, [Mr. Coss,] and am 
perfectly willing to accept it, so far as 1 am con- | 
cerned. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. My principal desire was to 
bring this question to the attention of the mem- 
bers of the Hlouse, because it seems to me to be 
so clear a principle that the mere statement of it 
would lead to no further argument on the subject. 

The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
gentleman, that there may be no misunderstand- 
ing in regard to theseamendments, the Chair begs 
leave to state that the only pending amendment is 
the one proposed by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Jones.] The amendment of the gentle- 
man from Alabama being inconsistent with that, or 
not connected with it at all, is not pending as an | 
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amendment to an amendment; and the only amend- 
ment now before the body, is the one proposed 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. GROW. 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ropgins] did 
not accept the amendment suggested by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has {no right to accept it, as he is acting 
for the committee, and not for himself. 

Mr. SAGE. I have an amendment which I 
desire to offer. I will not detain the Housea single 
moment in explanation. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The Speaker has ruled that 
no amendnient is in order. 

The SPEAKER. Except that proposed by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones. } 

Mr. SAGE. I desire simply to state to the 
House, that | received a communication last even- 
ing from the clerks in the navy-yard at Brooklyn, 
New York, calling my attention to this bill, and re- 
questing me to use my influence to have a section 
incorporated into it, providing that its benefits 
should apply to them. I see no reason why we 
should not extend its provisions to them, as the 
expenses of living in that city are fully as high as 
they are here. At the proper time, | will move, 
therefore, to amend, by offering an additional sec- 
tion, providing for these employees of the Govern- 
ment at Brooklyn. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Putuips] yield the floor? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
say that no amendments were now in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that no 
amendment was in order, unless it was an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,}] which reads as follows: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be eon- 
strued as making an appropriation for any period beyond 
the 30th of June, 1354. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Having brought before the 
House the question to which L alluded, I will now 
take the occasion, while | am occupying the floor, 
to make a few additional remarks. 

The principal reason urged for the passage of 
this bill is the increase in the expenses of living. 
1 make the inquiry if this is a local result? Is the 
increased expense of living confined to the city of 
Washington; and is it here, alone, that the Gov- 
ernment should provide for this change of circum- 
stances? If such an increase in the expenses of 
living exists—and I do not deny it—is it not uni- 
versal? Is there not the same increase in expenses 


in all the States—in my State as in yours, Mr. | 


Speaker? Is it a local increase? If it is, as I 
state it to be, an increase of expenditure through- 
out the country, owing, probably, to an influx 


of a greater quantity of coin into the country, | 
| producing similar effects everywhere, why should | 


the bill upon your table confine the increase of 
salaries to the clerks employed in this particular 
locality? Why is not this increase made in the 
salaries of clerks employed in the custom-houses 
and post offices in thegity of Mobile and the city 
of New Orleans, where | know the expenses of 
living are greater than at Washington? If the 
evil exists which makes it necessary to act upon 
this subject for the clerks in this particular locality, 
then I say it is proper for the committee to take 
the whole subject into consideration, and do equal 
justice to the employees of the Government every- 
where. If it were for nothing else than the prin- 


ciple of inequality contained in this bill, | should 


be opposed to it. 


I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
[Many Voices. ‘That is right!’’] 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [| suppose, Mr. 
Chairman, the bill is debatable under that motion? 
The SPEAKER, It is. 
Mr. SMITH. I propose to trouble the House 
| with but a very few remarks upon this subject; 
but I shall be glad to have their attention, because 
I understand that the subject which has been 
under consideration is the power to appoint clerks 
from the first to the second, and from the second 
to the third classes, and so on. 
Mr. COBB. That subject is not under discus- 
sion. The amendment was not entertained. 
Mr. SMITH. Did not the gentleman from Ala- 
bama move an amendment reaching that point? 
| Mr. COBB. I did; butthe Chair did not enter- 
tain the motion, because the amendment of the 


I desire to ask the Chair if the 


I understood the Chair to |! 


_April 18, 


gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ing. 

Mr. SMIT H. If that is so, I have né remarks 
to offer now, and have no objection to the bij} 
being sent to the Committee of the Whole on th 
state of the Union. Upon the motion of the nag 
tleman from Alabama, (Mr. Puuiprs,} | aii ¢,, 
the previous question. - 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would suggest to th. 
gentleman that he should modify his motion by 
moving that the bill be referred to the Commi, 
of Waysand Means. 

Mr. SMITH. The motion was made by ») 
| ¥ the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. PHiLuips.| | 

made no motion, but only called the previous 
question. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. WHEELER. I| move to lay the bill Upon 
the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope we shall no 4 
; ; 0 
that. Let us refer the biil. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the gentleman yj); 
withdraw that motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. As it is the wish of severg! 
members, I will withdraw my motion. 

The question then recurring upon the motion to 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whol 
on the state of the Union, 

Mr. SAGE demanded the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. I should like to know if discus. 
sion can be had now upon the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not jp 
order, unless he rises to a point of order, 

Mr. OLDS. I do rise toa point of order. |; 
is that discussion is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has long since 
decided that the discussions going on throughout 
the Hall are very disorderly. r 

Mr. OLDS. I so understood. 
| ‘The SPEAKER. The House having determ- 

ined that the main question shall be now put, 
cuts off all debate. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 

| yeas 39, nays 87; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Barry, Belcher, Bugg, Caskie, 
Clingman, Corwiu, Cox, Crocker, Gullom, John G. Davis, 
Dean, Dent, Drum, Edgerton, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, 

| English, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Hiester, Ingersoll, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kit- 
tredge, Letcher, Macdonald, Maurice, Middleswarth, Mor- 
gan, Murray, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Phillips, Pratt, Pur- 
year, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Seymour, Skelton, 
William Smith, George W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, Walley, Wheeler, and Zol- 
licoffer—59. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Bennett, Ben- 
son, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, Bridges, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, Curtis, 
Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, 
Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Giddings, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Howe, Hughes, 
Hunt, J. Glaney Jones, ®eitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, 
Lindley, Lindsley, McDougall, McNair, Mace, Macy, May- 
all, Smith Miller, Olds, Phelps, Pringle, Richardson, Thos. 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Show- 
er, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Strat- 
ton, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, 
Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Warren, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Weat- 
worth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Yates—87. 


So the House refused to refer the bill to the Com- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Pending this call, : 

Mr. LILLY stated that he would have voted in 

the affirmative, but that he had paired off with 
Mr. Disney, of Ohio. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN also, pending the call, said: 
| Lrise to a question of order. I understood that 
when the name of the gentleman from Virginia 
| (Mr. Bary] was called, the gentleman from Mis- 

souri (Mr. Benton] answered for him. He ar- 
_swered for General Bayxy, supposing it was his 
| own name, and there may be two votes. 

A Voice. General Bayiy would have voted 
|| the same way. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My friend from South 
Carolina says General Bayty would have vot 

the same way. Ido not know how that 's, for 

General Bay ty is not in his seat; and in order to 

prevent mistake, | have raised the question, 
_ order that this correction may be made now. 

Mr. BENTON. I heard the name Thomas H. 
‘| called, and supposing it was intended for my nam® 
‘| L answered to it. 


Jones] was pend. 
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The SPEAKER. The mistake will be cor- 
rected. Further debate is not in order. The 

eetion now recurs upon the motion made by the 
sotieman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones.) 

- Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [ suppose it will 

be in order now to speak upon this bill generally. 

| desire to call the attention of the House 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is obliged to in- 
verrupt the gentleman, as debate is not in order; 
the call for the previous question having been 
called and sustained by the tlouse. 

Mr. SMITH. Then the question comes up 

mm the previous question: 

“The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
siready been ordered to be now put. The previous 
westion as demanded by the gentleman from Vir- 

. himself, [Mr. Smirn,] sustained by the 
House, and the main question ordered to be put, | 
first appltes to the motion to commit. The House 
will then be brought to vote upon the pending 
amendment, and next upon ordering the bill to 
be envrossed and read a third time. All further 
amendment, as well as debate, is cut off by the | 
previous question. 

' Mr. COBB. Is my motion cut off too? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. COBB. 1 am sure the House did not so 
understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman must have been out of the House when 
the Chair explained that matter. The Chair rose, 
in order that there might be no mistake in regard 
to the course of proceeding upon the bill, and 
stated in reference to the amendment of the gen- 
tlenan from Alabama, that two amendments dif- 
fering in their character so widely as did the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones,] and that of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Coss,] could not be entertained at the 
same time. 

Mr. COBB. I will make an explanation when 
the Chair is through. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated distinctly 
that he could entertain but one motion ata time, 
and did not entertain the motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

Mr. COBB. Will it not be in order to move 
to reconsider the vote by which the previous 
question was sustained, so as to enable me to get | 
my amendment in? 

fhe SPEAKER. That can be done. 

Mr. COBB. [Iam satisfied that there are not | 
three members of this House who are opposed to | 
my amendment; and therefore | will move, at the 
proper time, to reconsider the vote by which the 
previous question was sustained, 

The question was then put upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Jones; and it was agreed to. | 

Mr. COBB. | now ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to allow me to introduce the amend- 
ment which | before offered. 

[Several Mempers. I object.] 

Mr. COBB. Then I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If that be reconsidered, 
then we shall have to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Jones} was adopted, and the vote upon the 
mouon to commit to the Committee of the W hole | 
on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. For what reason, and upon 
what principle ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. We shall have to recon- | 
sider the successive votes which have been taken 
In order to get back to that vote. 

The SPEAKER. Wherefore? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If we are to go back of 
the vote by which the previous question was sec- 
onded, we must go through all the intermediate | 
steps; we must reconsider all the votes that have | 


—_ a since the previous question was sec- 
onded. 


The SPEAKER. The votes to which the gen- 
tleman refers were legitimate and proper, whether 
the previous question was operating or not, and are | 
conclusive in their nature. The House have de- 
termined that they will not commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and by another vote they have* determined that 
they will adopt the amendment of the gentleman | 
rom Tennessee, leaving the previous question op- | 
erating alone upon ordering the bill to be engrossed {| 
and read a third time; and it is necessary to recon- || 
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sider the votes by which the main question was 
ordered to be put, and by which the previous 


' question was seconded alone, te make the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Alabama in order; 
but 

Mr. COBB. lask for the vote upon the mo- 
tion to reconsider. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
to—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania and the gentleman from Alabama will 
allow the Chair to say, that unless betier order is 
preserved in debate, it will be impossible to trans- 
act any business understandingly. The Chair 
could not hear one word that either the gentleman 
from Alabama or the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia said. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to 
recommit this bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means at this time? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the previous ques- 
tion is resting upon the bill. That cuts off all 
motions to commit or to amend. The question 
pending is upon a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken; and the vote was recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. COBB. I now submit my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order now to 
submit any motion to amend, the previous ques- 
tion having been seconded. 

Mr. COBB. Is it necessary to reconsider that, 





Wiill the gentleman allow me 


| too? 


The SPEAKER. It is necessary to reconsider 
the vote by which the previous question was 
seconded, before any motion can be entertained. 
Unless that be done, under the rule the question 
must be now put upon ordering the main question 
to be now put. 

Mr. COBB. IT then submit the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the previous question 
was seconded. 

The question was taken; and the vote was re- 
considered. 

Mr. COBB. I now submit the amendment 
which I have before indicated, and, as I presume 
it is the wish of the House, [ move the previous 
question. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask a ques- 
tion of the Chair, for it is impossible to under- 
stand what has been done and what has not. I 
wish to inquire whether the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] has been 
reported at the Clerk’s desk, and whether the 
House has adopted it without ever hearing it read ? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment was re- 
ported to the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I did not hear it at all. If it 
was reported, there was so much noise that it was 
impossible to hear it. I submit that it is impos- 
sible for us to get on understandingly in transact- 
ing any business while the House is in such a 
state of confusion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states to the gen- 
tleman, that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee was reported twice at the Clerk’s desk, 
and adopted by the House. 

Mr. SAGE. I wish to inquire whether it will 
be in order, after the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama shall have been disposed of, to 
offer the amendment which I have before indi- 


| cated ? 


The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman would not be in order as an independent 
proposition. The Chair stated to the gentleman 
that it could not be received as an independent 
proposition; it would only be in order as an 
amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. SAGE. Can I offer it as an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama offered his amendment, and demanded the 
previous question. Should the House second the 
previous question, and order the main question 
to be pnt, as a matter of course it would cut off 
all motions to amend or to commit from being 
made. 

Mr. SAGE. I ask that my proposition may be 
read. 

Mr. KERR. [ desire also to hear the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The proposition of Mr. Sace was then read 
for information, as follows: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the compensa- || 
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tion giveh to the clerks and employees in the navy-yard at 
Brooklyn, New York, be increased twenty per cent. ; and 
that said increase commence on the lst day of July, 1853. 


Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order now to submit 
a motion that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means? 

The SPEAKER. Itwill not. The gentleman 
from Alabama has submitted an amendment on 
which he calls for the previous question. 

Mr. COBB. That being now understood I shall 
resume my seat, 

Mr. DEAN. Before the call for the previous 
question is seconded, | believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
itis in order to move that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed to a day certain. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, and it will 
not be until the call for the previous question is 
voted down. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I under- 
stand that the gentleman from Alabama has called 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama has called for the previous question, and all 
motions and debate are now out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I hope that the call for 
the previous question will be seconded. 

The question was put; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 60 

“Mr. ROBBINS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harnais, of 
Alabama, and Pratt, were appointed, 

The question was taken; and it was decided ia 
the affirmative, the tellers having reported—ayes 
78, noes 52. 

‘The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. PRATT. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. WHEELER. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 58, nays 84; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Barry, Belcher, Bugg, 
Caskie, Clingman, Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, 
John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton, 
Ellison, English, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, 
Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hib 
bard, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Geogre W. Jones, Roland 
Jones, Kittredge, Letcher, Maurice, Middleswarth, Mor 
gan, Murray, Parker, Peck, Phillips, Pratt, Puryear, David 
Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Seymour, Skelton, George W. Smyth, 
Jonn J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, Walley, 
Wheeler, and Zollicotfer—3s8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Bell, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, 
Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Clark, Colquitt, Cook, Cur 
tis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, 
Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 
Heun, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kurtz, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, MeDougall, McNair, 
Mace, Macy, Mayall, Smith Miller, Olds, Pheips, Powell, 
Pringle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Seward, 
Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil 
liam R. Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 
Stevens, Andrew Start, John L. Taylor, Tharston, Up- 
ham, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Warren, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israe! Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Went 
worth, and Yates—4. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Coss’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered io be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read the third time. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 1 move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. i 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to know if it is not in 
order to consider the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Sace] now ?, 

Mr. SAGE. Did I understand the Chair to 
say that the previous question cut off my amend- 
ment? , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so stated dis- 
tinctly at the time. 

Mr. SAGE. Would a motion to reconsider 
enable me to offer that amendment now? 

Mr. ROBBINS. My motion is not debatable. 

Mr. SAGE. If it would, I desire to move to 
reconsider. ; 

The SPEAKER. If the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ropers] to lay his 
motion to reconsider on the table shal! fail, and 





| his motion to reconsider shall prevail, the bill 


will then be again open for amendment or com- 





oes! are i 
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mitment, provided the House chooses to relieve 


itself from the operation of the previous question. 
The motion now pending is to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WHEELER. On that question | demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The y@as and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 83, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS —Measrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
tell, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, 
Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, Colquitt, 
Cook, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Fastman, 
Eddy, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, 
Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 
Hleun, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J.Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kurtz, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McDougall, McNair, 
Mace, Macy, Mayall, Smith Miller, Olds, Phelps, Powell, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Seward, Shan 
non, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Willham R. 
Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew 
Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, Wade, 
Watlbridge, Warren, Etlihu B. Wastburne, Israel Wash 


burn, Johu Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, and 
¥ ates—AS. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Barry, Belcher, Bugg, Caskie, 
Clingman, Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom. Johu G, 
Davia, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Dram, Edgerton, Edmands, 
Kilison, English, Goode, Grey, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Hester, 
Ingersoll, Daniel IT’. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, Maurice, Middleswarth, Morgan, 
Murray, Parker, Peck, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, 
David Richie, Ruffin, Sage, Seymour, Skelton. George 
W. Smyth, Snodgrass, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay 
lor, Tracy, Vail, Walley, Wheeler, and Zollicoffur—60, 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. PRATT. I move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. Is not my motion entitled to 
rrecedence? 

TheSPEAKER. TheChair did not recognize 
the gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Prartr.]} 

Mr. PRATT. | now make the motion that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. INGERSOLL demanded tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Prarr’s 
motion; and, a division being had,there were— 
ayes 51, noes not counted. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is lost. 

Mr. PRATT. I now move that the House 
adjourn, and upon that motion I call the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Prarr’s 
motion; and the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
seconding the demand for the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill; which were ordered. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Is it in order to intro- 
duce an amendment now? 

The SPEAKER. It is not; no amendment is 
in order, no motion is in order, and no speech is 
in order. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE., 


speech. 
The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 77, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Ball, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Benson, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, Bridges, 
Carpenter, Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Col- 
quitt, Cook, Curtis, Dawson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, 
Farley, Fauikner, Fenton, Florence, Greenwood, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Howe, Hughes 
Hunt, J. Glancey Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Latham, Lindley, 
Lindsley, McNair, Mace, Macy, Mayall, Smith Miller, 
Olds, Peckham, Powell, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rog- 
ers, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton 
Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Swart, John L. Taylor, Thurs. 
ton, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Warren, Ellibu B. Wash- 
burne, Israei Washburn, John Wentworth, and Yates—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Barry, Relcher, Bennett, 
Sugg, Caskie, Clingman, Cobb, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cul- 
lom, John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Drum, Edger- 


I do not want to make a 


ton, Edinands, 
ilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hiester, | 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, 
Knox, Letcher, Maurice, Middleswarth, Morgan, Murray, 
Parker, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, 
Richardson, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Sey- 
mour, Skelion, George W. Smyth, Stratton, John J. Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, Walbridge, Walley, 
Wheeler, Witte, and Zollicofler—65. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion | 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I call the previous question | 
upon the adoption of the title of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was taken, and the title adopted. 


Mr. PRATT. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


STATE OF OREGON. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I ask the gentleman 
from Connecticut to withdraw his motion, to allow 
me to introduce a bill, of which previous notice 
has been given, for the purpose of having it re- | 
ferred. 

Mr. PRATT. 
tion. 

Mr. LANE. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to introduce the bill. The time is drawing 
near when the tlouse has made territorial busi- 
ness the special order, and it is Important that this 
bill should be acted on. F 

Mr. PRATT. If no other gentleman objects 
I will not. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. LANE introduced a bill, of whigh previous 
notice had been given, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, referred to 
the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 
printed: ; 

A bill to enable the people of Oregon Territory | 
to form a constitution and State government, and | 
for the admission of said State into the Union. 


I prefer to insist upon my mo- 


that it is not customary to print bills until they | 
have been reported by a committee. 

Mr. LANE. My reason for having the print- | 
ing ordered now, was, that the time which is to 
elapse before the territorial business is to come up 
for consideration is so short, that I feared it would 
not be printed in time if | waited until the committee 
reported upon it. 

Mr. JONES. I would suggest, then, that the 
bill be referred immediately to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LANE. I would prefer that it should go | 
to the Committee on Territories. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that the 
bill was referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. Debate is not there- 
fore in order. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, then I will only say 
that it is contrary to the usual custom of the 
House. 

Mr. PRATT. I now ask for a vote upon my 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. OLDS. Il appeal to the gentleman to al- | 
low me to report a bill. I will state that I expect | 
to leave the city in the morning. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 would withdraw the motion 
if I could do so consistently; but if I give way for 
the committees to report, I do not know where it 
would end. 

Mr. COBB. This is the business legitimately 
before the House during the morning hour, which 
has not yetexpired. I hope the motion to go into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union will be voted down, and that we shall go 
on with the call of the committees for reports. 

The question was put upon the motion to go 
into committee; and, upon a division, there were— 
ayes 59, noes 49; no quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
upon the motion. 


I demand tellers 


Ellison, English, Goode, Grey, Grow, Ham- || 
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|| as they have been in past years? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest | upon this amendment entirely in the dark, with- 
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Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Alabama, and Vali, were appointed. 

The question was taken, 
agreed to; 
noes 52. 


WEST POINT MILITARY ACADEMy, 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the E. 
(Mr. Jones, of New York, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee for consideration, is on the amendments 
of the Senate to the West Point Military Academy 
appropriation bill. Under the order of the H 
debate will close in five minutes after* the 
mittee resumed its session. 

Mr. HAVEN. The report of the Committe 
of Ways and Means was for non-concurrence jp 
three of the Senate amendments. The vote wjjj 
be taken on the separate propositions, | suppose 
The first one is in reference to the appropriation, 
for the repairs and additions to professors’ quar. 
ters, of $5,000. Debate is closed, and 1 presume 
every member has made up his mind on the ap. 
propriation. Therefore, | hope that the vote |! 
be at once taken on it. 

The Clerk then reported the first amendmen, 
of the Senate, as follows: 

For repairs and additions to professors’ quarters, 85,000, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment 
from the Senate proposes to appropriate $5,(i() 
for repairs and additions to the officers’ quarters 
at the Military Academy. Wehaveno estimates, 
no plan of what additions they intend to make to 
those quarters. Under this provision, if it js 
passed into a law, they may commence houses 
there, in addition to the officers’ quarters, which 
will involve an expenditure of fifty or a hundred 
thousand dollars, or perhaps half a million of 
dollars. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. What amendment 
does the gentleman from Tennessee propose? 

Mr. JONES. I move to strike out the word 
‘‘additions.’’ I hope that none of the Senate's 
amendment will be entertained, and particularly 
not that part of it which authorizes them to make 
additions to those quarters, until they shall sub- 
mit some estimates and some plan, and give us 
some reason why additions to these quarters are 
needed; why is it that the quarters are not as well 
adapted now for the accommodation of the officers 
We are acting 


Tarnis, of 


) and the motion Wag 
the tellers having reported—ayes (7 
’ 


Union, 


Ouse, 
com- 


out limitation, without restriction, without plan, 


| and without reason. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to say a few 
words in opposition to the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, not that | do 
not concur in much that he says, but I wish to 
submit a few remarks in regard to the proposition 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to strike 
out all these amendments of the Senate. 

I understand the gentleman from Tennessee, 
who is one of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to state they have no information, no report, no esti- 
mates showing the necessity of these appropria- 
tions. Well, now, I am unable to lay my hands 
immediately on the report of the visitors to the 
West Point Academy, a board recognized by 
Congress, and for which we make an annual ap- 
propriation of about $3,000; but my impression 


| is, that that board, composed of highly intelligent 


gentlemen from all parts of the United States, 
have recommended each and all of these amend- 
ments. I may be wrong inthis, but I know that 
they have recommended to Congress several im- 
portant reforms and improvements in this West 
Point Military Academy, which I believe are re- 
quired by the public necessity, and are for the !n- 
terest of the institution and of the whole country. 

If it was in order, I would move to refer this 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, with 
instructions to inquire particularly with regard (0 
the necessity of these amendments, and some 
other reforms which I think are highly needed !" 
that institution. 

Sir, | am the friend of the institution. | “ 
to see it prosper; because I think that history, ®" 
the history of many of those educated there, 
shows the necessity of it for this great country: 
But I would reform abuses; I would make !™ 
provements; I would not withhold the small - 
of five, or even twenty thousand dollars, !! needed, 


\| to improve the institution. 
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It may be necessary that you should make this 

appropriation of $5,000 in this bill, in order to 
‘ake the quarters of the officers you send there 
-omfortable. It may be necessary that the $20,000 
oroposed by the Senate to this bill should be ap- 
»ropriated for a riding school. I believe that we 
‘aoht to abolish at once the cavalry tactics at that 
‘ostitution, or we Should conform, in some degree, 
wo the experienced judgmentand advice of military 
men, who are upon the ground to give us their 
advice and counsel, If it 1s necessary to give in- 
structions in cavalry tactics in the institution at 
West Point, we should conform our action ac- 
ording tothe advice of those who know best how 
to give it. Perhaps we ought to abolish these in- 
structions altogether. 
There is another reform which I would intro- 
duce, if this matter were referred to the Military 
Committee. lL would abolish the Board of Visit- 
ors, as at present appointed. We at present ap- 
nropriate $3,000 a year to send ten or fifteen gen- 
‘Jemen from all parts of the United States to West 
Point. f 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The general principles of the 
Academy at West Point are not under discussion. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 can only say that | desire to 
confine myself to the section under consideration. 
If the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
would confine his remarks only to questions in 
order, he would make very few speeches indeed. 
He is scarcely ever in order. I wish to saya 
single word more without detaining the House 

Mr. JONES. I ask the Chair to decide the 
question of order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I think that the Committee 
on Military Affairs in the Senate and House 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SAGE. Is debate exhausted upon the 
amendment? 

TheCHAIRMAN. Debateis exhausted upon 
the amendment to the amendment. The question 
now comes up on the amenament offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones. ] 
~ The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
upon concurring with 
which reads as follows: 

For repairs and additions to professors’ quarters, $5,000. 


Mr. SAGE. 
to the amount. 

As was intimated by the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Tavor,] all these appropriations have been 
recommended by the Board of Visitors at West 
Point. If Congress are to make annual appropri- 
ations of the amount which has been made for a 
few years past for the support of this institution, 
I deem it good policy to make the appropriation 
the least possible. This institution at West Point 
is supported at an annual cost of about $130,000. 
We appoint a Board of Visitors to go there, at- 
tend to the details, and look after the affairs of the 
institution, We should either abolish entirely 
this Board of Visitors that we send there from all 
parts of the country, or we should certainly make 
the appropriations asked for. And amongst these 
appropriations [ believe the one which was so 
much ridiculed by the gentleman from Missouri, 
(Mr. Benron,] the other day, should receive the 
careful consideration of this House, and be acted 
upon. I refer to the appropriation which provides 
for cavalry exercise 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The hippodrome. 

Mr. SAGE. Here is an expenditure proposed 
for this Academy, of $130,000. The Board of Vis- 
Itors, as I before stated, is composed of gentlemen 
‘rom all parts of the United States, and their report 
of last year recommends this appropriation for 
the riding hall, and here we are Uoregittiog that 
recommendation, and no allusion is made to it ex- 
cept by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Tartor,] 
tee preceded me. I think we sheuld be pre- 
pared to act much more understandingly upon this 
whole subject, if gentlemen who have not read this 
report would do so. It is an important document, 
and I ask that it may be read at the Clerk’s desk, 
that ali may see what the whole report is. 


The report was read, as follows: 


ay The revised regulations for the United States Mili- 
a y cademy require that instruction shall be given in cav- 

fy tactics. To carry out this requirement, we are all of 
us entirely satisfied that a new building should be erected 
without delay. A decent regard for safety to the lives and 








The question now is 
the Senate amendment, 


I propose to add ‘* one dollar’’ 





limbs of the cadets requires this, as well as their successful 
progress in this branch of instruction. It is the opinion of 
the Superintendent, thatthe course of equitation cannot be 
properly taught without it, and that the room now used for 
the purpose is extremely dangerous to the lives and limbs 
of the cadets. 

** It is estimated that, in addition to the amount before 
appropriated, ($2,000,) the sum of $21,197 will be required 
for this object. 

*Qd. The cadet’s hospital should be enlarged and im- 
proved. A brick front should be built extending to the cen- 
ter, flash with the front of the wings, to connect the wards 
with the additional space so formed by cutting the present 
windows into doors; also, two projections in rear, equal 
in width to the north and south wards, which shall contain 
the staircases, water-closets, and bath- rooms; the whole to 
be raised one story (ten feet) in addition to the present 
height of the building. To accomplish this will require an 
appropriation of $6,500. ; 

** 3d. Quarters tor sixteen officers and two families should | 
be constructed, in the form of a brick building of two sto 
ries, with a basement with two wings, (one tor each fam 
ily.) tis estimated that it will require about $28,000 to 
accomplish this object. 

‘* 4th. Suitable additions may be made to the quarters of 
the professors by an appropriation, in addition to the amount 
already appropriated, ($3,000,) of $5,051 35. 

** Sth. Suitable stables may be erected by an appropriation, 
in addition to the amount already appropriated, ($8,000,) 
of $7,491. 

**6th. Weare of the opinion thatthe number of the cadets 
should be increased, so as to correspond with the number 
of Senators of the United States, by adding two from each 
State, and that the recommendations of Senators in each 
State should have great weight in selecting the cadets from 
their respective States to make up this increased number. 

“7th. We are of the opinion that great care should be taken 
in the selection of cadets; thatis, to be made from among 
those who have the highest qualifications—physical, intel 

; lectual, and moral. 

“sth. That the period of instruction should be extended 
to five years. This may be accomplished without any ad- 
ditional expense to the nation, and with great advantage to 
the cadets. They should be qualified to take and hold with 
honor to themselves the highest positions in civilas well as 
military life. 

“Oth. We are of the opinion that the decisions of the 
Academie Board, as to the capacity and conduct of the ca 
dets, and their qualifications to be admitted and continued 
in the avademy, should be considered as final and conclu 
sive. 

‘10th. We are all of the opinion that the pay of the ca 
dets should be increased, making it at least $28 20 per 
month; and a very large majority of the board are of the 
opinion that it should be increased to $30 per month. 

“ Iith. We concur in the recommendations made by the 
Board of Visitors last year, that the pay of the Superintend 
ent should not be less than $3,000 ; that the pay of the in 
structors of French and drawing should be made equal to 
that of the principals in other departments; that the prin 
cipal instructors of practical engineering and of artillery, 
&c., should be allowed the same compensation as other 
| principal professors; that the first assistant instructor of 

drawing and French should be allowed the same pay as the 
first assistant in all the other departments ; that all the sec 

ondary instructors and teachers taken from the Army should 
be allowed $10 per month extra pay; and that the fencing 
minaster, Who now instructs two classes, should be allowed 
the pay of $900 per annum. 

12th. If the period of instruction should be extended 
to five years, we are of the opinion that the study of elocu- 
tion, writing, English composition, history, and the evi- 
dences of Christianity, should make a part of the course to 
be arranged by the Academic Board ; and that the study of 
rhetoric should be postponed to the second year. For ad- 
ditional facts and arguinents in favor of the measures we 
recommend, We refer to the reports of the several commit- 
tees above named. 

“© 13th. We concur in the recommendation especially of 
the committee on instruction, that an appropriation of 
$5,000 should be made for the purpose of establishing at 
this point a museum of artillery, and tor the reasons by them 
stated.”? 


Mr. HAVEN. 


I wish to say a word to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


committee in opposition to the amendment pro- | 


posed by my colleague, [Mr. Sace,] and in support 
of the conclusion to which the Committee of Ways 
and Means have come, which conclusion was a 
non-concurrence in the Senate amendment. The 
objection, Mr. Chairman, taken by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} it seems to me, is 
| not met by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
SaGE;] nor is it met by the documents which are 
before this committee. The objection he makes is 
this, that the amendment which is proposed by 
the Senate, and to which the Committee of Ways 
and Means were opposed, is indefinite, and points 
to nothing certain; and that under the amendment 
you may commence the erection of any number 


or amount of buildings, of any quality, of any | 


| size, or upon any plan, and without any restric- 
tion or control by Congress, and next year come 
here and ask means to finish those erections, 
without which they will be useless; that you may 
commence them as we have been in the habit of 
commencing custom-houses and other public 
buildings, upon a deficiency. Yes, sir, begin them 
upon a deficiency, nobody is responsible for having 
made a plan, a drawing, or an estimate. 


Now, sir, all that has been said on this subject | 
|| in the documents before us, is to be found in the || only suggestion we have from them, as a Board, 
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letter of Colonel Lee, to General Totten, of Octo- 
ber 8, 1853, and in the report of the Board of Vis- 
itors, a pertion of which has been read by my col- 
league, |Mr. Sace.] I will now read what Colonel 
Lee says upon the question. He says this, and 
this, I believe, is all he does say: 


“In my report of last year, the want of quarters for the 
officers on duty at the academy, was stated.” 


That is what he says in reference to quarters 
for the officers. . He then goes on to say in refer- 
ence to the houses for the professors: 


* Experience since that time has convinced me of the ad- 
vantages of also adding to the houses of the professors. ’” 


This is the proposition which we now have un- 
der consideration, in reference to these additions 
to the houses of the professors. He says further: 

“They are inadequate to the healthful accommodation 
of their families, and inferior to those provided at the col 
leges and State institutions. An appropriation of $5,000 is 
asked to render them more comfortable. ”’ 

That is all that Colonel Lee says upon the sub- 
ject. *‘* Experience,’’ says he, ‘ since that time, 
has convinced me of theadvantages of also adding 
to the houses of these professors.’’ And the only 
reason he gives for asking these additions to be 
made to the professors’ houses is, that they are 
inferior to those provided at the colleges and State 
institutions. Why, sir, the same number of 
professors are there now as at any former time, 
needing the same number of rooms and the same 
accommodations now as formerly; there can, 
therefore, be no great or urgent necessity for addi- 
tional houses, unless you propose to increase the 
number of professors, or unless their families are 
increased. 

Mr. LETCHER. I suppose the object is to 
make them more genteel. 

Mr. HAVEN. That is all Colonel Lee says 
upon the subject which I can find in the docu- 
ment, and, as I before remarked, the only other 
official information we have upon the subject is 
in the report of the Board of Visitors, of which a 
portion has already been read. I will now read 
all that is said upon the subject of this appropri- 
ation in that report: 

** 4th. Suitable additions may be made to the quarters of 
the professors by an appropriation, in addition to the amount 
aiready appropriated, ($9,000,) of $3,051 35.” 

That is all | find upon the subject in the report 
of the Board of Visitors. They say that ‘‘suitable 
additions may be made.”’ 

A sub-committee of the visitors, in their report 
to the Board of Visitors, say: 

“There has been heretofore appropriated the sum of 
$3,000 for the iinprovement and addition to officers’s quar 
ters. This sum is still subject to the direction of the Su 
perintendent, who has hesitated in its expenditure, for the 
reason that it is entirely inadequate to the object had in 
view. 

“ There are seven professors, whose quarters are so 
small and restricted, asto render them inconsistent, not 
with comfort, but with their absolute wants. 

‘*Many of these gentlemen have families, for whose 
comfort their present quarters are entirely too small, leav 
ing them no apartment for study, or for the arrangement of 
apparatus, books, drawings, cabinets, &c. From the esti- 
mate of the Superintendent, an additional appropriation of 
$5,051 35 will be required in order to make such improve- 
ments to officers’ quarters as are absolutely necessary, aud 


| the committee earnestly recommend that such additional 


appropriation be asked for.’’ 


There, sir, that is all I can find in the docu- 
ments on this subject. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what are we doing here? 
What do the Senate propose to-do? Why, sir, 
they propose to make an appropriation that will 
allow the commencement of buildings for which 
we have no plans, and for which we have no esti- 
mates, and of which we know nothing that a pru- 
dent man should know. No one who is respon- 
sible in any degree to this Government, in the 
premises, has pointed out to us the necessity of 
this appropriation beyond what I have read, nor 
has any one given us any estimates of the amount 
which will be required to complete ‘these houses; 
and if this amendment is passed, and becomes a 
law, they may lay the foundations of a row of 
houses that we shall be asked for appropriation 
after appropriation for years to come to complete. 

Now, in reference to the Board of Visitors. I 
have no desire or occasion to attack them. There 
may be much in the suggestion made by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bewron,) that they 
merely report what they are told they may appro- 
priately report; but of that | know nothing—I 
presume them to be honorable and fit men. The 
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ia what | have already read, that * suitable addi- 
tions may be made to the quarters of the profes- 
sors by an appropriation, in addition to the amount 
already appropriated, ($3,000, ) of $5,051 35.’’ 
Now, it seems that the amount of $3,000 has al- 
ready been appropriated, and has been at the dis- 
posal of the institution for the year past, which 
they might have used for the purpose of repairs, 
and it appears they have not used it, but ask that 
$5,051 35 may be appropriated in addition. Now 
sir, they give no good and sufficient reason for 
asking this addiuonal appropriation, which, of 
itself, in my Opinion, is a sufficient reason for non- 
concurring in this amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. SAGE. If there be no objection, | will 
withdraw my amendment. 

here being no objection, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 

Mr. BLISS. Lask the recognition of the Chair 
at this time for my own personal convenience. I 
wish simply to say that I had intended to have 
made some remarks upon the bill for the organt- 
zation of the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas; 
but such is the state of my health that I shall not 
be able to doit. I desire, therefore, the consent of 
the House to publish the remarks I intended to 
have made in the Globe, and allow them to take 
their place in the regular proceedings of the House. 

A general assent was expressed. [This speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on con- 


curring in the amendment of the Senate appropri- 
ating $5,000 for the officers’ quarters. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred In. 

The Clerk read the 
Senate, as follows: 

For cavalry exercise hall, $20,000. 


next amendment of the 


| Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., their Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that that body had 


© 


passed without amendment House bill No. 32, 
entitled ** An act to authorize the school commis- 

sioners of fractional township No. 1, of range 

No. 10 east, in Alabama, to locate a half section 

of land for school purposes; and had also passed 

Senate bill No. 335, entitled ** An act for the relief 

of the Burlington University of lowa,’’ in which 

it asked the concurrence of the House. ] 

Mr. BISSELL. Before the vote is taken on 
the amendment which has just been read, I desire 
to say a few words, 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman pro- | 
pose an amendment? 

Mr. BISSELL. Ido. I move, pro forma, that 
the appropriation be increased five dollars. I hope 
that the committee is not going to vote too precipi- 
tately on this amendment. For my own part, I 
have seen nothing yet to change my views in re- 


gard to the propriety of our concurring with the | 


Senate. I have heard nothing to change them. 
Now the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Ha- 
vEN,| who called up this bill the other day, told us 
the views which brought the Committee of Ways 
and Means, of which he is a member, to the 
action which they took on this subject. He 


whether to recommend that appropriation or not, | 
but that finally they iaduied to recommend that 

the House disagree with the Senate; for the rea- 
son, said he, that we feared that when brought into 
the House it would be ridiculed here, as we know 
that it had been for several years before, and that 
the institution would be injured more than the 
chance of passing the appropriation would benefit 
it. Now who ever before heard of such a reason 
as that emanating from a committee? Inasmuch | 
as this appropriation had been frequently pressed 

on the House before, and had met only with rid- | 


icule, they feared that it would meet with ridicule || 


and nothing else, which would injure the institu- 
tion! Therefore, after deliberation, they concluded | 
to reject the amendment, to recommend the House | 
to non-concur In it, 
i do not cast my vote on any such principle as 
that; and [ am proud to say that the committee of | 
which | have the honor to be a member, never 
recommend the rejection or adoption of any prop- | 
osition on any such principle. Is it right? Is this | 
appropriation needed for the benefit of that insti- | 


| inches at every step. 


| Institution into disrepute and discredit. 
as little controlled by the fear ef ridicule as my | 
friend from Illinois, (Mr. Bissexv.]} 
j | fear of the imputation has as little control over me 
told us that the committee were in much doubt || 


| day b 
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| the advantages which it ought to have? That is 


the question, and the only one which ought to be 
considered. And we were informed by the gen- 
ueman from Missouri, who followed me in the 
discussion the other day, and who is not now in 
his seat, that there were appropriated some sev- 
enteen years ago, when he was chairman of the 
Military Committee of the Senate—and he had 
more influence in that body than any other mem- 
ber there—$30,000 were appropriated for a riding 
hall at West Point; and it was done with his ap- 
probation. Seventeen years have gone by, and 
now, when a similar proposition is made here, he 
takes his cue apparently from the hintthrown out 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Llaven,} 
and ridicules the proposition, and does nothing but 
ridicule it. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Well, give some reason for it. 

Mr. BISSELL. Iam now merely replying to 
some remarks made by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri; but 1 am asked to give some reason why it 
isnecessary. I will do so with pleasure, although 
I think it would be innecessary to those who heard 
me the other day. 

In the first place, in consequence of the latitude 
and altitude of the location of the institution at 


West Point, they have a long winter, a long fall, | 
a long spring, and a very short summer. During | 


a large portion of the winter the snow lies deep 
upon the mountains there; during several weeks 
in the spring and autumn the ground is filled with 
frost, or is in process of breaking up, when a horse 
will break in at every step he takes; and in win- 
ter, when snow is on the ground, rain falls upon 
it, which freezes, but not enough to bear a horse; 
so that he cuts through it some twelve or eighteen 


Mr. HAVEN. I submit to the committee that 
no reasons have been given by the gentleman who 
last addressed us [Mr. Bisse] in favor of his 
amendment, that ought to control this committee 


| in its action. 
The gentleman is slightly mistaken, [ think, in | 
| reference to the ground that I took when the bill 


was up the other day. I did not undertake to say 
that the Committee of Ways and Means were 


fearful that this proposition would be attacked | 
with ridicule, and that that was the reason why | 


they reported against the amendment. What I 
did say was substantially this: that propositions 


of this character, and nearly akin to it, had been | 


recommended and been before the House year 


after year, nearly as long as I could remember; | 


that they had been attacked here in debate, and 


| that I feared these repeated endeavors to ingraft 


them on the academy bill, when it had been so 


repeatedly refused, would have the effect or ten- | 


dency to bring this institution into discredit. 1 


| submit to this committee that [am right in that. 


I submit that these repeated applications, year 


after year, for what Congress has again and again | 
| refused—applications unaccompanied by any good 
and sufficient reasons for their constant renewal, | 
whether they are resisted by ridicule or not—are | 


calculated, or have the tendency, to bring the 


as the fear of ridicule itself. 


Now, a word as to the positions taken the other | 
my friend who has spoken in favor of this | 


amendment now. AsIunderstood the gentleman 


|| from Illinois then, he was very + saree declaring | 


that the reasons which induced him to support the 


os this year, although heretofore he had | 
een opposed to it—and I will set off the gentle- | 

|| man’s position in that respect against the position 

| of the gentleman from Missouri—he said particu- 


larly that the reasons which induced him to sup- 


| port the proposition now were not on account of | 
the effect it would have on the cadets, but because | 


the ground for some six months in the year was 
so uneven and hummocky—I think that was his 


word—that the horses were in danger, and that | 


the horses could not perform the service and evo- 


| lutions there with safety. Now, I have no such 
desire to protect the horses at West Point, or rather | 


| have no such apprehensions in reference to them. 
The colonel who recommends this appropriation 


| this year—-for thetwentieth time, foraught 1 know— 


and the Board of Visitors, differ, however, from the 


| gentleman. They tell us, in reference to this propo- 


Sir, lam | 


And the | 


_ April 18, 


for the cadets; that ‘*a decent regard for safer 


| to the lives and limbs of the cadets rec 
hall, as well as their successful progr 
branch of instruction.”’ 

The colonel says that a sheltered room js 
necessary, in his opinion, for the proper and Se 
nomical instruction of this course of educatic 
any other. It would require one of large dimey 
sions, and built for the purpose. No plan ‘ 
estimate in detail, from any responsible source. ; 
laid before the committee. The amendment now 
under consideration is open to the precise Objection 
to which the last one offered was. I do noi desire 
to argue the question here that was argued by the 
gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. BenTon,] as io 
the propriety and necessity of this course of jp. 
struction. i eanee it for granted that we desire »: 
taught. = 


juires thig 
€S8 In thig 


Nn, ag 


» ho 


. “ph } tells 
us to-day, in substance, that this riding schoo! ig 


not intended for the benefit and protection of th. 
cadet himself, but for convenience and safety to 
the horses in using them. Colonel Lee tells ys in 
his report that there are six months in each year 
from September until June, that the weather \, 
unfit for this exercise in the open air. Is not thiy 
rather strongly stated? I submit to this comri. 
tee—for there are many gentlemen upon this floor 
who can speak from actual knowledge—whether, 
in the months of September, October, and Novem. 
ber even, persons in the country in that latitude, 
are not harvesting their potatoes and corn in the 
fields without any inconvenience from the weather? 

I undertake to say that before May has gone and 
| June is reached—for May is one of the months 

included in the statement against cavalry exercise 
in the open air—we shall have beautiful weather 
and settled grounds at West Point. I believe, sir, 
itis not unusual to have settled roads and good 
traveling there in April, although this year it seems 
an unpleasant month. Iam ready to have the 
question taken. 

Mr. BISSELL. If thereis no objection, I with. 

draw the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs 

upon concurring with the Senate amendment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I offer an amendment to 

increase the appropriation $100. 

I understand the gentleman from New York, 
| (Mr. Haven,} a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to occupy a doubtful position 
in regard to this appropriation, and to be undecided 
as to whether it is proper or not. [| am satis- 
fied his judgment, his knowledge of the facts in 
reference to West Point, will not permit him to 
say that itis really improper. He is apprehen- 
sive that the discussion of this subject may injure 
that institution. I have nosuch apprehension. kt 
will bear full discussion. He objects that no 
plans, no estimates have been submitted. | sub- 
mit to the gentleman, that if no plans or estimates 
were submitted, it was the duty of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to have inquired for them, 
and to have had them submitted by the proper 
officers. But I am told by gentlemen near me, 
that they have been submitted, and that they 
amount to some $21,000. 

It appears that an appropriation was made by 
| the last Congress of $2,000 to build a hall for cav- 
alry exercises, but that it has not been applied, for 
the sole reason that the officers deemed it utterly 
insufficient for the purpose intended. This shows 
| the judgment of that Congress, that such a hall 
for cavalry exercise was necessary. The refusal 
to use any part ofthe appropriation when, its insul- 
ficiency was ascertained, exhibits the integrity of 

the officers in charge. The appropriation now 
asked is for a hall for cavalry exercises, which are 
deemed to hold a very important part in the system 
ofeducation at West Point. I need not advert to 
the importance of an efficient cavalry. It is appre 
ciated in every nation, and in every army of Eu- 
rope. I have not time to enlarge upon this point, 
‘though I should be happy to do so, and to show 
its indispensable necessity to every efficient army: 
|| But how is efficiency in cavalry to be attained: 
'| Sir, I submit that it is only to be attained by 
proper instruction, by drilling, by discipline. It 
| 18 said, to be sure, that our boys in this country 
|. are all good riders. They are. But will good 
| riders alone make an efficient cavalry? The most 

inefficient cavalry in the field are those composed 
|| of what we call good riders, but who are untaught 


tution, and to enable the Government to derive all |! sition, in substance, that the room is necessary |) in cavalry exercises, and are without proper dis- 
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sioline. Now, sir, in Europe, for instance in 
Russia, there is one of the best riding halls to be 
fund in any country; it is six hundred feet long, 
a J wo hundred feet wide. They have, | believe, 
men of some hardihood there—yeta covered riding 
|| is deemed necessary there, where their young 
men are wedand thoroughly instructed in cavalry 
exercise. In France they have three riding halls 
for cavalry exercise, and in them the young men 
of France are instructed. There, even in that 
nleasant climate, covered riding schools are deemed 
necessary, to train their young men, who are to 
instruct others—and they have them. 

| wish I had time to enlarge upon these facts; 
upon the example of other nations, who under- 
ctand thia.subject, who know the value of well- 
trained cavalry, and practice on their knowledge. 

In France, sir, young men are taken from the 
echool at St. Cyr, a place near Paris, and sent to 
these riding halls at Saumur, upon the Loire, and 
kept there twenty-one months; and then, if they 
are of sufficient ability to sustain an examination, 
they are transferred to their regiment; and, after 
being kept there for a time, and before they can 
be promoted to a captaincy, they have to go back 





to these institutions at Saumur again, and remain | 
there for eighteen months longer; and then they | 
are not promoted unless they can sustain a rigid 


and thorough examination, 

Mr. BENSON. I desire to say a single word 
in reply to the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat, (Mr. Peckuam,} and in opposition to the 
amendment of the Senate. I rise forthat purpose, 
sir, because | ama friend tothe West Point Acad- 
emy, and as such, I believe our legislation should 
be calculated to protect that institution. Well, 
sir, ask, why is it necessary to load down this 
bill so that the appropriations, which are absolutely 
necessary, will be lost? 


By referring to the bill which has been printed, | 


and which is upon our desks, I find that the ap- 
propriations for this academy amount to $144,281, 
independent of the amendments which have been 
added to it by the Senate. Now, sir, l ask why 
add any more to it, unless it is necessary to do so 
in order to secure the efficiency of the institution ? 
tis well known to those who have kept an eye 
upon this institution for years past, that it was 
fast losing its hold upon the public mind; and but 
for the occurrence of the Mexican war, which de- 
veloped the ability, patriotism, and efficiency of 
the officers who were educated at that institution, 
in my humble opinion, the annual appropriations 


for its support would, long before this time, have || 


been lost. 

Now, why is it necessary to do anything more 
than enough to sustain efficiently that institution? 
Let gentlemen look for a moment and see where 


the boys come from who go to this academy. || 


By law, they come from every congressional dis- 
trict 
well as cities, of the country, and it is not neces- 
sary to put them into a band-box, or into any hall, 
for the purpose of teaching them to ride. 1 think 
that the boy who is sent to that institution from 
my district will know how to ride better than 
those who go there and are taught to ride solely 
in®his pocket edition of a riding school. The 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Pecknam] says 


that a set of good riders make a poor body of cav- | 


airy. take it that you cannot have good cavalry 
ae good riders. 

Afain, it is said that the climate is inclement at 
West Point. Sir, is the climate more inclement 
at West Point than itis in Maine? I believe the 
‘ocation of my district is further norththan West 
Point; yet the boys sixteen years old in my dis- 
trict find time enough to learn to ride, and are, 
most of them, as good riders as they would’be if 
they had learned to ride in a building erected for 
that purpose, 


Mr. PECKHAM. What do the cavalry do.in 


Maine? 


Mr. BENSON, They fight the enemy when 


called upon to do so; and they do not go into 
hedges, or wood-sheds, or riding halls either, to 
learn to ride. 
Butit is napa. that in Russia and in France 
‘hey have schools for the purpose of instructing 
their young men in the art of riding. Sir, we in 
America have riding schools, too. Almost every 
farm in this broad land is a riding school, where 
our young men are taught to become as good riders 
“#8 you can find in the world. And I do not be- 





in the Union; from the hills and valleys, as | 


lieve it is necessary for us in republican America 
to go to aristocratic Russia or to imperial France 
for exampies how to teach our boys. I believe 
we have a policy at home which we shall find will 
answer our purpose quite as well. Let the boys 


be taught at home, as they will be; and during the | 


four years of instruction at West Point there will 
be found sufficient time in the free, open air, in 
suitable weather, to give them the graces of horse- 
/Mmanship and a knowledge of cavalry tactics, with- 
out incurring this expense, 
But again, it is said that this hall is not wanted 


for the benefit of the boys, but to protect the offi- | 


cers and the horses. Now, sir, | do not believe 
it is necessary for us to erect a riding hall for the 


protection of the horses; and if the officers need it | 


— if the officers, in other words, are notcompetent 
to perform their duties without these additional 
accommodations, we had better exchange them, 
if necessary, which | no not believe, and get those 
more efficient in their places. Mr. Chairman, I 
hope the committee will refuse to adopt this 
amendment of the Senate. Ido not believe it is 
| necessary for the maintenance of the institution; 
| and, in my judgment, it will endanger those appro- 
priations which are material to the usefulness 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PECKHAM. I desiretosay a word more 
on this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
|in order. The question is now upon the amend- 
| ment offered by the gentleman himself. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I withdraw that amend- 





> -- + 


No further remarks are | 


| ment, and offer another, to increase the appropri- 


tion $110. 
Mr. Chairman, I desire to make a remark or 


| two in eae the gentleman who has just taken | 

ith great respect to the gentleman | 
from Maine, | desire to say that he certainly does | 
not mean to have this House understand that he is | 


his seat. 


| perfectly familiar or acquainted with what is neces- 
| sary to constitute an efficient cavalry, or what is im- 
| portant to that end. 


|| exceedingly fine horsemen in Maine. He tells us 
what his young mencando. Amen. Do not we 
| all know that not only in Maine, but everywhere 

in the United States, we have as good horsemen 

as can be found in the world? No one here 
| denies that; but, sir, is that all that is necessary 
/to make efficient cavalry? I am told by those 
whose experience in the Army entitles thetr opin- 
ions to the highest respect, and who, if | were to 


| tht undrilled cavalry are utterly useless and unre- 


| liable—far more so than undisciplined infantry. 
|| Mr. McNAIR. 


|| The gentleman from New York is not speaking 
i] 


favor of it. 


offered. Now, sir, to give you an illustration: 
There are no better horsemen in the world than 
the Mamelukes, in Egypt, and yet they proved to 
be inefficient as cavalry. They would ride directly 
| up to the infantry, and even jump their horses 
over into the infantry squares; and yet, in their 
| conflicts with the army of Napoleon, because they 


| were not properly drilled and disciplined to act in | 


|| masses, they proved to be utterly inefficient as 
cavalry. 


|] Cavalry. 
| Sir, it is a well known fact, a conceded maxim, | 


‘| as | am told, with military men, that it requires 
|| three times as long to drill. 
|a corps of infantry or artillery; and it is worse 
| than idle to assume, as gentlemen seem to as- 
‘| sume here, that all that is necessary to make 
|| good cavalry is thatshe men shall be good riders. 
i Besides, the young men instructed here, are not 
| only to understand it themselves, but to be ren- 
|| dered competent to instruct others. They are to 
| be made disciplinarians. 


‘| dians as objects for imitation. 

|| better riders than the Utah Indians, but what 

would they amount to as cavalry? How would 
they act in masses? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to the facts presented 

| from all countries abroad where they have an ef- 

ficient cavalry, that they all have extensive cov- 

|| ered riding halls, and deem them indispensable, 

|| what is presented in answer? Why can we dis- 





1 do not doubt or deny the | 
| position which he has asserted. He says they have | 


mention their names, would be recognized as such, | 


Mr. PECKHAM. The gentleman from Penn- | 
| sylvania, | believe, is out of order; | am speaking | 
|in support of an amendment which | have just | 


acorps of cavalry as | 


The gentleman from | 
|| Missouri [Mr. Benton] referred to the Utah In- | 
There are no | 





I rise to a question of order. | 


in opposition to the amendment, but directly in | 
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pense with such a hall better than they can in 
Russia, or in France, or in England?) Why, the 
gentleman from Maine told us that if we attempt 
to establish them we shall ruin this institution. 
Sir, with great respect to the gentleman, | think 
that lL can appeal with safety to this committee, 
to its intelligence, to its reliance on doing what is 
right rather than on what the prejudices of con- 
stituents of members may say, to discharge its 
high duty to the country on this subject. 

The distinguished gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. Benton} does not presume to present any 
answer on the merits of this measure, but he has 
recourse entirely to ridicule; he appeala to the 
prejudices of members; he re-presents the produc- 
tions of former years, the parasol and pelisse of 
the old lady from New England, and the five 
Will this committee 
regard that as an answer to an application for this 
riding hall, which has been made on the recom- 
mendation of every committee of visitors which 
has considered the subject, and by every Army 
officer, as well those disconnected with this acad- 
emy as those attached to it, and sustained, too, 
by the example and practice of every civilized 
nation that have an efficient cavalry? We can 
afford to meet ridicule that comes in this shape. 
We have courage to meet that; but we cannot 
refuse to sustain this appropriation, and we ought 
not to have courage to refuse, when it is necessary 
to the efficiency of our cavalry; when it is prop- 
erly recommended; and when there is no rational 
objection presented against it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, 
as has been before remarked, this recommendation 
of appropriation for the construction of a riding 
hall has been presented to Congress and thrust on 


| its consideration for the last ten or twelve years, 


if not for a longer period. Up to the present time 
all that has been asked is $12,000; but I suppose 
with the great improvements which have been 
made in riding halls of hippodromes over cir- 
cuses, [laughter]— 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. I 
know my friend will take it in good part. If we 
go on discussing this question in the way we have, 
we shall never see the end of it. Theamendment 
proposes to increase the appropriation $110. The 
gentlemen who should have spoken in favor of it 


| did not speak to it at all, and neither is the gentle- 


man from Tennessee opposing it, as he should do 


| to entitle him to the floor. 


| cavalry soldiers. 


Mr. JONES. 1am speaking against the amend- 
ment. Ido not want to see it adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not see 
that the gentleman’s remarks are out of order. 

Mr. JONES. Now they ask for $20,000, in- 
stead of $12,000. There is no particular reason 
assigned for the change. The gentleman from 
New York proposes to increase it $110. Now, I 
cannot conceive the necessity of one dollar of this 
appropriation. Why is it necessary to have a 
house in which to train young men to ride? From 
the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
it seems to me that for the service the country will 
want mounted troops for some years to come. 
West Point, on the hills, amid ice and snow, is 
the place of all others where we should teach our 
Where will you want your 
troops? On the plains, in the gorges, among the 
rocks of the Reske Mountains, and elsewhere in 
the country between the Atlantic and the Pacific 
oceans. 

I would ask the gentleman from IJlinois whether 
he supposes the mode of taking youths under shel- 
ter into a riding hall, and on horses trained to 
start at the whistle and stop at the crack of the 
whip, is the proper one to teach those to ride who 
are to be called on to protect our frontiers against 
the Indians? Why, sir, take one of these persons 
who have learned to ride in these halls for exhibi- 
tion through the country, where they are weil 
schooled, and put them on a paved street here in 
the city, and they will be asawkward at riding as 
if they had never exhibited or performed at all. 
They have their horses trained, and are trained 
themselves to suit the action of the horses, and 
they know exactly, when they start, ihe gait they 
are to go at, and where they will stop. But put 
them into the field or on to the mountains, and 


| they will be as awkward as if they had never seen 


a riding hall. 
Sir, if you want these cadets to learn to ride 
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efficiently, so that their services will be available, 
and so that they will not have unlearned in the 
field what they have learned at the academy, and 
to learn anew, let them ride in the hot sun and in 
the rain and snow; let them ride upon the mount- 
ains and the hills. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Does the gentleman sup- 

ose they do not ride in the open air also? 

Mr. JONES. I suppose they do not, since they 
want a riding hall. 

Mr. PECKHAM. They exercise in the hall 
at the proper time, and at other times in the open 
air. 

Mr. JONES. Well, you will find that the sun 
is too hot for them in summer, and that the rain 
and snow are too cold for them in winter. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PECKHAM. I withdraw my amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment so as to reduce the appropriation to one 
dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, I suppose no one can be more 
favorable to this West Point institution than | am; 
but | think that the true policy of those who are 
friendly to the institution is to restrict it within 
the narrowest circle of economy—to spend no 
more money upon it than is absolutely necessary. 

Now, is this appropriation absolutely necessary? 
By no means. What is the object of this riding 
school? The distinguished gentleman from the 
northwest (Mr. Bissexy) tells us that his object 
in advocating the riding school is to save the 
horses. But what is the object of the riding 
school? Why, it is to teach the cadets how to 
ride. Well, there is a better way of teaching them 
how to ride than having a riding school—a very 
simple one, that costs nothing—and that is to 
require the youths to know how to ride before 
they go to West Point. That 1s the true idea. 
They are required now to be healthy, and stout, 
and hardy, and to submit to a-physical examina- 
tion; they ought also to be required to be able to 
ride like Camanche Indians. eesdieg to ride in 
a riding school! Why, the idea is absurd. When 
they leave the academy, and take their places in 
the Army, they will have to ride among the 
Indians in New Mexico and California, and will 
riding learned in a riding school serve them then? 
They will have to ride like the Camanche Indians, 
like the wind, and that kind of riding they can 
only learn, not in a riding school, but in the open 
air, on the hills and mountains. I say, then, that 
this riding school is not necessary for that pur- 
pose. 

W hat is it necessary for, then? 


Why, itis only 
necessary to teach the cadets cavalry tactics—how 
to ride in squadrons and troops. Thatisall. Well, 
i submit that there must be sufficient good weather, 
in the course of the year, to enable them to learn 


those cavalry tactics in the open air. During six 
months of the year they can certainly ride in tlre 
open air; and, if so, six months is enough. I have 
seen good cavalry troops, who acted efficiently in 
the field, who did not have ten days’ practice in the 
course of the year. What do they want to do? 
After they once know how to ride, it is very easy 
for them to become familiar with cavalry exercises. 


Mr. BISSELL. But how will you teach them ? | 


Mr. BOYCE. You can teach them very easily. 
I have seen cavalry in my State that will compare 
with any cavalry inthe regular Army; and they do 


the year. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Haven] speaks of the Mamelukes, and refers to 
the battle of the Pyramids. They were the best 
cavalry in the world; and why did they not suc- 
ceed? Because they attacked hollow squares, in 
which were placed the best infantry soldiers in the 
world, with the genius of a Napoleon directing 
their movements. What did Napoleon say of 
them? He said, ‘* Give me the Mameluke cavalry 


arid the French infantry, and | will conquer the 
world.” 


Mr. LETCHER. There seems to be a very 
great difference of opinion among my Democratic 


friends, and [ am somewhat perplexed how to || 


vote in this conflict of opinion. Here are military 
gentlemen upon both sides of the House, and 
each one seems to have a peculiar set of opinions 
of his own, differing widely from those of all the 
others. I suggest, if the committee will agree to 
rise, that there isan experiment going on here, in 
Judiciary square, which may throw some light 


| mitted to yeu, 


| 
| 
| 
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upon this question. The hippodrome will soon || be taught to ride? You should, in order to have 
be prepared, and opened for exhibition, and we || : 
can then see how this thing of riding in a house | 


will work. 
stands, I 


{Laughter.] As the 
may give a wrong vote. 


matter now 
Suppose I 


should follow the suggestions of the gentleman | 
from South Carolina, {Mr. Boyce,} and it should | 
turn out that I had given a wrong vote, I should 

Suppose I should follow the | 
suggestions of the other side, still | might have | 


regret it very much. 


cause to regret it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question now is upon 


the amendment offered by the gentleman from | 


South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce.] 
Mr. BOYCE. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I offer the following 


amendment, to increase the amount $100, in order | 


to make a few remarks. 
There seems to be in the discussion of this ap- 


Board of Visitors, very great misapprehension in 
the minds of the committee. The appropriation 
is not asked forariding school. What is itasked 
for then? The Superintendent of the Military 
Academy, in his report, which is laid before all 


an efficient cavalry, have the men traine 
drilled as well as the officers. Yet was 
proposed to have a cavalry hall erected 
purpose of training the men in the ranks as you 
do the officers? I also ask these military gentie. 
men whether the most efficient portiof of the cay. 
alry tactics is not in the charge? And I ask ou 
how they, the men, are to learn to charge an en- 
emy?’ Are you going to build a riding hall a quar- 


d and 
it ever 
for the 


| ter of a mile long, and teach them how to charge: 


1 think the whole thing is an absurdity upon its 
face, and | hope the amendment of the Senate w 
not be concurred in. 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, with. 


ul 


| drew the amendment. 


| priation $100. 


Mr. BISSELL. I move to increase the a 


¥ pro. 
Mr. Chairman, I Ame 


am sure there 


‘| are some gentlemen in this Hall who are labor. 
propriation of $20,000, as recommended by the | 


ing under a mistake as to the true state of thinos 
in regard to the West Point Military Academy 
It does not seem to be understood, as a marty, 


: a ter 
of fact, that we have already a riding hall there 
’ 


| and have for the last twenty years kept it up. 


the members of the House, says that the appro- | 
priation is asked for cavalry exercises and instruc- || 


tion. There is something else to be taught there 
than riding, if I understand it; and it is required 
thatinstructionin cavalry exercises shall be given. 
Every boy of sixteen there, | presume, knows how 
to ride, but it is required, also, that he shall be 


instructed in cavalry and sword exercises. 


gentlemen who oppose this appropriation, it may 


ve found in the report of the Superintendent of | 
the Military Academy, which | have before me, | 
[ will read what he says as | 
the best reply I can make to all that is said against | 


dated last October. 


this amendment. 

I read from a letter of Colonel R. E. 
Superintendent of the Academy, of the date of 
October 8th, 1853. He says: 

**T cannot help again calling your attention to the neces- 
sity of a hall for cavalry exercise and instruction. The 
knowledge of cavalry tactics is necessary to the cadets in 
the performance of their duty inthe Army. Itis so recog- 
nized, and a sufficient number of horses, dragoons, and 


| cavalry officers have been placed at the Academy for their 


instruction. The three higher classes are instructed in this 
branch, and are divided into squads, and parade daily at 
stated hours, as in their other studies. When the weather 


permits, the instruction is given on the plain; but from | 


September to June, the period allotted to this course, the 
weather and ground in this climate are se often unfit for 
this exercise in the open air, that for the want of a hall the 
regular lesson must be omitted, and the provision and e® 

pense of men and horses lost to the country, and the time 
and opportunity to the cadets. A sheltered room is as ne- 
cessary, in my opinion, for the proper and economical in- 
struction of this course as any other. It requires one of 
large dimensions, and must be built for the purpose. A 
plan and estimate of the proposed building have been sub- 
T'wo thousand dollars are already appro- 
priated for its commencement, and the balance of the esti- 


mate, $20,000, is now asked for its completion.’ 


Young men are required, for twenty-four dol- 


| lars per month, to board and clothe themselves at 


| this institution. 


They study a greater portion of 


| the time within doors, and are not expected to go 
| out like soldiers, in all weathers, and exercise on 


| horseback a few hours a day. 


| tion of every day, whether like the three last day 
| which we have had even in this latitude, where it 


rheir studies are 
regular and systematically conducted, and a “oo 
ays 


| has been exceedingly disagreeable to be out—I 
not practice more than ten days in the course of | 


| Tayior,] for various reasons. 


say a portion of every day, rain or shine, snow 
or hail, this instruction in equestration is to be 
given and ought to be given. 

Mr. LILLY. I desire to oppose the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
First, | am op- 


| posed to the whole appropriation, for the reason 
| that I do not consider it necessary. Gentlemen 


who have spoken upon this subject have said that 


| the example furnished usin the Mexican war was 
| decidedly in favor of these cavalry officers who 





were trained at West Point. If those gentlemen 
will but recur to the history of that war, they will 
learn that the most successful cavalry officer in 
that war, and almost the only one that gained re- 
nown, was Colonel May, who learned to ride in 
this city, among the ravines and inequalities of 
ground around this city; and | undertake to say 
that he was never in a riding hall in his life. 

If it is absolutely necessary for these officers to 


| be taught riding in this hall, why is it not quiteas 


necessary that the men in the ranks should also 


if | 
any answer was needed to the arguments of the | 


A Mempber. More than that. 

Mr. BISSELL. Yes, and more than twenty 
years. And now gentlemen are heard clamoriny 
against the idea of having a riding hall there a: 
all. This is nothing new in the history of this 
institution. <A riding hall has been kept up for 
this long period, without complaint upon your 
part, or upon the part of the people. An appro- 
priation was made of $30,000 years ago for that 
purpose, and was expended for that object, and 


|| the hall has been used ever since. 





Gentlemen talk as if we were about starting out 
with a new principle, or about to establish a new 
department of the West Point Academy. The 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones} does not 


| want a hall to be erected, because he desires that 


Lee, the | 


the boys shall be exercised on the snow and ice and 


| sleet, in order to make them bardy; and the gen- 
| tleman from Maine [Mr. Benson] says that the 


boys in his State can ride well enough, and they 


| are not taught in riding halls. I do not doubt that 
| the boys in the gentleman’s district can ride as 


well as country boys and village cae elsewhere, 
But I would like to know how the gentleman 


| from Maine would like to see his own sons, or the 
| sons of his neighbors, charging as cavalry upon a 


line of infantry. How many of them does he 
suppose would be sitting upon their horses by the 
time the line was reached ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, made a remark not 
heard by the reporter. 

Mr. BISSELL. Noteven the gentleman him- 
self could sit upon his horse in such a charge. 

Mr. SMITH. Does the gentleman think we 


| shall have no cavalry unless we have riding hails 
| to train them in? 


Mr. BISSELL. I mean to say that you can 
have no efficient cavalry without the riders and 


| the horses being thoroughly drilled as cavalry— 
| the horse as well as his rider. 





The horse must be learned to halt in an instant, 
and to plant his feet when he halts so that he will 
not slip. He must be learned to turn in an 


n- 
| stant ona very small space, with other horeefin 
| very close proximity, and on each side of him, 80 


as not to jostle those on the one side or the other. 
And the rider must learn to hold his reins in one 


| hand and to wield his broad-sword with the oger, 


and in such a manner, too, as not to cut the head of 
his own‘ or his neighbor’s horse. All this must 
be done, unless you have dry covered earth, as In 


/ahall, upon ground which is slippery with we, 


or where it is softand miry. It cannot be accom- 
olished even where the ground is dry and tolers- 
bly smooth, without very much practice and drill- 
ing; and gentlemen can form their own impressi0n* 
of how much drilling is necessary to complete the 
cavalry soldier. 

The gentleman from Maine tells us that the 
boys in Maine can ride well enough. Sir, I shoul 
like to know if the gentleman from Maine hes 
ever seen the difference illustrated between volun- 
teers, who may have been what are commonly 
called good riders, and cavalry which have been 
regularly trained as such? I am sure he can never 
have seen it, or he would not venture to make the 
statements with which he has attempted to defeat 
this bill. 

We are told—and I think it a strong argumen 
in favor of this appropriation—that the institute? 
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1854. 


at West Point was ra idly lessening in the public 





estimation until the Mexican war arose. So it 
was. A strong prejudice had been excited against 
it, and in which I, to some extent, participated. 
Rut, it is added, since the Mexican war, that pre- 
‘adice has passed away. I reply emphatically, 
‘and well it may pass off since the Mexican war. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I recollect upon 
one occasion that in a suit instituted at law, the 
conduct of the horse was made a subject of in- 
quiry; and the conclusion was solemnly come to 
that the horse was more reprehensible than that 
ofthe rider. From the case made out by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, the only conclusion I can ar- 
riveat is, that it is much more important that there 
should bea school for training the horses than the 


en. 

a BISSELL. It is highly important that 
the horses should be properly trained. 

Mr. SMITH. Then the bill before us is cer- 
tainly a very imperfect one, for it does not pro- 
vide all the machinery necessary. But I[ do not 
deny that it is highly important your cavalry 
should be properly trained. The point at which 
| desire to arrive is whether, in order to have efli- 
cient cavalry, you must have a hall to train them 
in. Now | maintain that the most efficient cav- 
alry which ever existed was that wHich was trained 
in the open field. 

Mr. BISSELL. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission | will put him right just here. I do not 
pretend to say that you cannot have efficient cav- 
alry without a hall to ride in; but | do say that it 
is the better, the more efficient, the quicker way 
to make your cavalry soldier, to havea place where 
he can be drilled every day regularly, and at stated 
times, and under favorable auspices. 

Mr. SMITH. lam myself perfectly satisfied 
that this attempt, if it were really known to the 
country, would excite a general feeling of ridicule 
and indignation. The idea that at West Point 
there is not sufficient dry weather to train your 
cavalry officers out of doors, is to me strange and 
impossible. 

Mr. BISSELL. It is so. 
horses there all the time. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; they keep ninety 
horses there all the time, and yet the young men 
cannot be brought out in the snow and trained, 
and they are not to learn anything. Train them 
on the plan of the hippddrome, and what is the 
consequence? When you put them in snow to 
encounter the enemy, they would be defeated; they 
would be unfit to meet the foe in battle. Wehave 
illustrations on that subject. They are to be 
abundantly found in history; and even the French 

cavalry could not stand before the British cavalry 
at Waterloo, though they were trained in a house 
of the sort indicated. 

Mr. BISSELL. And the British have them of 
the same kind exactly. 

Mr. SMITH. Perhaps the finest cavalry in 
the world was that which revolutionary history 
tells us existed here. I want to know whether 
the cavalry of Tarleton, educated in a house of 
this sort, could stand before that of Washington 
and Lee? ‘ 

| think that this is only one of the fancies, the 
thick-coming fancies of the day. Nobody cando 
things as their ancestors did them. They do not 
only fear the peltings of the pitiless storm, but the 
scorching sunbeams of heaven. That is it; and 
they will want to perform in the shade as they 
now want to perform with a view to escape the 
showers of heaven. The whole doctrine is wrong; 
end I do hope, for the honor of the soldiery of 
this country, that there will be no additional jux- 
Uriousness in appropriations for them. 

But | differ with the gentleman, in saying that 
the recent experience of the Mexican war has had 
the slightest tendency to revive the reputation of 
this institution. 1 would say that the history of 
the Mexican war is calculated—well calculated— 
to establish the great and preéminent fact that we 
areable todo without military schools, except such 
“8 are provided by the enterprise of the country. 

appeal to the gentleman, and ask him who were 
more efficient in the public service than the volun- 
leer regiments of the northwest and southwest? 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BISSELL. I wish the committee would 
allow me a single word of reply. 


They keep ninety 


niece” all over the Hall ‘* Consent!’ ‘* Hear 


19 
im: ”’] 
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Mr. BISSELL. I will, with the unanimous 
consent of the committee, withdraw the amendment 
pending. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. BISSELL. 
ment. 1 will answer, at the outset, the pointed 
queries put to me by the gentleman from Virginia. 


OBE. 


I move a pro forma amend- |) 


Nobody is prouder than I am of the gallant and | 


glorious services rendered by your volunteers— 
volunteers untaught, except such teaching as the 

received after they renched Mexico, in a war with 
that Republic. I accord to them the highest praise. 
At the same time, I declare my positive convic- 
tion that but for the science and skill drawn from 
the institution at West Point, our army would 
have been driven in disgrace from Mexico, in 
less than six months after they had entered it. 
What would have become of all 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
man allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BISSELL. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. Itis this: Whether it was West 
Point science or untrained valor that gained the 
field at Buena Vista? 

Mr. BISSELL. Without the science and skill 
drawn from that institution, as | before remarked, 


= battles ? 
ill the gentle- 


the battle would have been lost to the Americans | 


in thirty minutes. 


[Several Memsers. ** Undoubtedly,’ and **That | 


is true.’’| 


Mr. BISSELL. Now, let me go further and | 


say, that without the gallantry displayed by the 
volunteers on that occasion, which has never been 
surpassed on earth, added to the skill of the artil- 
lery, the battle would have been lost in half an 
hour. Neither could have succeeded without the 
other. 

Mr. JONES. 
other question, with his permission. 

Mr. BISSELL. I will hear the gentleman’s 
question. 

Mr. JONES. Does the gentleman think that 
science, without the volunteers, but with an equal 


number of regular troops, would have won that | 


battle? 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, sir, I cannot say, nor 
is it material that I should answer the question. 
Sut | say that without the science of which | have 
spoken, that battle would not have been won. | 
also say that without the gallant conduct of the 
volunteers,it would not have been won. Without 
the regular troops, but with an additional number 
of volunteers equal to the number of regular troops, 
we could not have succeeded without that skill 
and science of which | have spoken, and which 
was especially manifested in the serving of the 
artillery there. 

But what strange things do we hear? For 
thirty years and more your cadets, sneered at as 
they have been, have been riding in a hall. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 wish it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that | do not sneer at science, 
or at the cadets. On the contrary, | am one of 
those who appreciate science; but 1 would not 
effeminate our soldiers. 


Mr. BISSELL. Well, the gentleman speaks 


I would ask the gentleman one | 


of the cadets being effeminated, and sneers at the | 


mode in which they are taught to ride. 
what he does. And yet they have been taught to 
ride in that way for thirty years; and who ever 
heard the least complaint from the country, of 
which he speaks, before. Thirty thousand dollars 
was formerly appropriated for a riding hall; but 
the hal! is found to be too small, and is filled with 
columns and so forth, and they want to enlarge 
and improve it; and instead of $30,000, they only 
ask for $20,000 to make it complete, so that the 


That its | 


ninety horses which are kept at the institution, a | 


great expense, may be employed for three or four 


months in the year more than they are now em- | 


ployed. Is not that economy? 
what would economy consist ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? He is occupy- 
ing the floor by the indulgence of the committee, 
and therefore T shall not deprive him of any of 
his time. 

Mr. BISSELL. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. SMITH. My question is this: Are not 
those ninety horses employed now in the room 
which the gentleman says has always existed ? 


If it is not, in | 


Mr. BISSELL. Yes, sir; but, as the officers | 
i there say, to very great disadvantage. 


| 
i 
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Mr. SMITH. Oh, of course, they say so. 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, who can say the reverse? 
The officers at the institution say those horses are 
employed at adisadvantage. ‘* Oh, yes,’’ says the 
gentleman; ‘* they say so, of course.”” Well, who 
says otherwise? 

Now, sir, we have heard some strange things 
during this discussion. For instance, that the 
Czar of Russia does not know how to make hardy 
soldiers. He, too, makes his soldiers effeminate, 
does he? The riding hall at Moscow is six hun- 
dred feet in length and two hundred feet in breadth, 
without a column or pillar through the whole of 
it. Napoleon Bonaparte did not know how to 
make hardy soldiers when he established his three 
riding halls. Neither did the Duke of Wellington 
know how to make hardy soldiers. Why, the 
very troops that gentlemen have referred to were 
taught their cavalry exercises in riding schools. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Benson] de- 
clares that it is unbecoming and quite ridiculous 
for us to undertake to copy foreign nations in 
these things. Why, does he not know that offi- 
cers have very frequently been sent to Europe to 
look into things there, and see if they could not 
bring home some valuable suggestions in regard 
to the Army? 

Mr. DEAN. General Scott was sent. 

Mr. BISSELL. Yes, sir; General Scott was 
sent to Europe for this purpose, and nobody com- 
plained about it. 

A Memper. And General Wool. 

Mr. BISSELL. General Wool was sent, also, 
and others whom I might name. Those officers 
found riding halls in every country that pretended 
to have regular cavalry. ‘They came back and so 
reported here. This country has always had one, 
and yet now, when a propusition is made for an 
appropriation of $20,000 to repair and perfect that 
hall, we have a discussion of the whole question— 
the propriety of keeping up the institution at all, the 
effeminateness of the cadets who go there, and the 
folly of attempting to make hardy soldiers in this 
way. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not desire to weary the 
committee, and I hope this debate will not be 
protracted to any unreasonable length; but | wish 
to say a few words in answer to the gentleman 
who last addressed us. He referred to foreign 
practices, and to the course of similar instruction 
in other countries, and gentlemen upon the other 
side of the Hall have also made the same reference. 
I agree with them, that we should enlighten our- 
selves, and draw instruction from whatever sources 
may be within our reach. Iam far from shut- 
ting my eyes to improvements abroad, or to light 
from any quarter. | do not understand, however, 
that the instances to which gentlemen have refer- 
red are the end of knowledge upon this subject. 
One gentleman has told us that the Mamelukes of 
Egypt could not succeed against the French army 
there, because they were not trained and educated 
in cavalry exercises in riding schools; and that, 
for that reason, they could not succeed against the 
army of Napoleon, when it was thrown into hol- 
low squares. Let me state to gentlemen upon the 
other side, also, that the best cavalry of France, 
the Old Guard, under the command of Marshal 
Ney, and who were instructed, for aught! know, 
in the riding halls of France, so highly eulogized 
by the gentlemen opposite, could make no impres- 
sion upon the troops of Wellington, when they 
were thrown into hollow squares to receive them 
at the battle of Waterloo. 

We have no information that is to guide us ab- 
solutely in these matters, without a proper exer- 
cise of our own judgment and our own senses. 
Gentlemen disagree upon this question as to the 
propriety and uses of a riding hall.. Upon one 
side they tell us that it is intended for the benefit 
of the horses, so as not toinjure them; and, upon 
the other, they say it is - the instruction of 
the cadets. The colonel, Lee, says that a shel- 
tered room is necessary, in his opinion, for proper 
and economical instruction in this course. Which 
of these shall we follow? No plan, no detailed 
estimate has been communicated to, or ever reached 
the Committee of Ways and Means, or this com- 
mittee, in regard to this riding hall. 

The gentlemen from Illinois [Mr. Bissext] tells 
us that battles in Mexico would have been lost 
but for the science displayed by the officers who 
had graduated at West Point. I agree with him, 
and I accord to the graduates at West Point, in 
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those battles, as high a placeon the roll of fame as 
the gentlemen does, but | desire him to remember 
that all the science trom West Point displayed in 
the battles of Mexico, so far as the movements 
end operations of the cavalry was concerned, was 
taught im the present riding hall, in ‘* the old 
shed’? at West Point, for no appropriations for 
this new enterprise had then been made. It was 
capable then to turn out efficient men, and I believe 
itis still. I have never visited the present hall; 
J suppose it to be a tolerably good one. I am 
not sure but it is coeval with cavalry instructions 
in that institution. [am not aware it is out of 
repair, Some of it, | know, is of indestructible 
materials, for we are told here that the lives and 
limbs of the cadets are endangered by a liability 
to run against the iron posts that sustain it. 

But 1 will not detain the committee with ex- 
tended remarks; and I only desired to make these 
sugrvestions, not because they are to have any in- 
fluence one way or the other, but because I feared 
that the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, 


if nothing was said in reply, would conclude the | 


recommendations of the committee who reported 
back this bill. Itis sufficient for me to say, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means did not intend 
or desire to pettifog or urge this measure upon 
the House. They wished that this committee 
and the Tlouse should have all the facts before 
them, and then make such disposition of the mat- 
ter as the good judgment of the House should 
lead it to, without any regard to the opinions of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, or their 
recommendation. I hope the vote will now be 
taken. 


the committee rise. 

The question was then taken; and the commit- 
tee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs 
upon the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. eh 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs 
upon concurring with the Senate amendment ap- 
propriating $20,000 for a cavalry exercise hall. 


Mr. KERR called for tellers; which were or- || 


dered, and Messrs. McNair and Vait were ap- 
yoInted, 


Mr. LETCHER.,. It is manifest that there is 
no quorum present, and I object to doing business 
without a quorum, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is evidently | 


a quorum present, and I hope we shall go on. It 
is too early to adjourn. 


Mr. PECKHAM. The fact can be ascertained | 


by counting the House, 

The CHAIRMAN. It would appear that there 
is a quorum present. The question is upon con- 
curring in the Senate’s amendment. Upon that 
question tellers have been ordered. 
will take their places. 


The question was then taken; and the tellers | 


reported—ayes 45, noes 56; no quorum voting. 
{Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ** Call the roll !’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that | 


The tellers | 


The Chair will ascertain | 
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| 
motion can be entertained when the committee | 


| finds itself without a quorum. 


Mr. LETCHER. ‘Then I appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. We might be kept here a 
week, if that decision were to prevail. 

Mr. JONES. I rise to aquestion of order. The | 
rule prescribes that when the committee shall find | 
itself without a quorum the roll shall be called, | 
and the facts stated to the Howse. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. JONES. I am statinga point of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman is discuss- 


ing his question. 


of order. 
Mr. JONES. 
The gentleman from Virginia appealed from the 


decision of the Chair; and the point of order I | 


I make is, that no appeal can be entertained. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I call the gentleman to 
order. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


roll. 
Mr. KERR. 
Mr. JONES. 
der that no appeal can be taken. 


1 appeal from that decision. 


The Chair has 


decided that there is no quorum present, and less | 


than a quorum cannot decide a point of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


| ded; and the Clerk will call the roll. 


| Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- || 


Mr. LETCHER. 


order, whether there is a quorum present or not. B 


insist that the committee shall decide the question. || 
The Chair will recog- | 
nize no such appeal in the present stage of the | 
| proceedings. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


a week for them to come? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

The Clerk then called the roll, and the names of 
the absentees were noted. 

The committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Jones, of 
New York) reported that the Committee of the 


| ing to order, had the Union generally under con- 


| bill, with the Senate amendments thergto, and | 
| having found itself without a quorum, had caused | 
the roll to be called, and the names of the absen- 


sideration, and particularly the Military Academy 


tees to be noted, and had directed him to report 


the facts to the House, with the names of the ab- || 


sentees, as follows: 


Messrs. 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Barry, Bell, Bennett, Benton, 
Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
Cumming,Curtis, Cutting, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Thomas D. 


Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, 


by counting the House whether thereisa quorum | 


present. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
do now rise. 

Mr. JONES. 
that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first as-+ 
certain whether there be a quorum in the House. 

_Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If we cannot | 
rise and adjourn without a quorum, we should | 
have to sit here all night. 
be put on the motion that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no quorum pres- | 
ent, and the Chair cannot entertain the motion. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to understand this | 
eo. if | understand the decision of the Chair, 

shail take an appeal. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman cannot take an | 
appeal. The rule requires that the roll shall be | 
called whenever the committee finds itself without 
a quorum; and no motion can be entertained until 
it has been called. 

Mr. LETCHER. Do I understand the Chair 
to decide that the motion for the committee to rise 
cannot be entertained when there is not a quorum 

resent? 


I move that the committee 


The gentleman cannot make 


| 
| 


| 


Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, 
Green, Greenwood, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. 
Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Inger- 
soll, Johnson, Keitt, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, 


| Lyon,MeCulloch, Macdonald, McMullin, McQueen, Mace, 
| Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Meach 
| ain, John G. Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Nichols, 


| 


I ask that the question || 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, 
Phillips, Powell, Preston, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Rid 
dle, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Scudder, Seward, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Simmons, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David 
Stuart, Trout, Tweed, Walker, Walsh. Warren, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel 
B. Wright,diendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 


The SPEAKER announced that 107 members 


|| (less than a quorum) had answered to their names. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
now adjourn. 

r. HENN. I desire to make a report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills, if the gentleman 
will withdraw the motion for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

The question was put; and the motion agreed 
to; and 

Thereupon (at fifteen minutes before four 


I move that the House do 


i o’clock) the House adjourned until to-morrow at 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that no || twelve o'clock, m. 


No debate is in order, and I[ | 
submit that the gentleman from Tennessee is out | 


I am not debating the question. | 


The Chair decides that | 
no motion is in order; and the Clerk will call the | 


| again raise the question of or- 


The Chair has so deci- | 


1 insist upon my appeal. | 


| The motion that the committee rise is always in ; 
sree hep , y || dered to lie on the table. 


3ut suppose a quorum of | 
members do not make their appearance, how am | 


| 1 to have my appeal decided? Am I to wait here 





Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, | , , = 
|| house, as above described, in consequence of the 
Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, Brooks, Campbell, Caruthers, | 


Eliot, | 





BE. April 19, 


———— ae —— 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 19, 1854, 
Prayer by Rev. Witiram H. Mirsvry. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WADE presented resolutions of the Pres. 
bytery of Portage, Ohio, remonstrating against the 
passage of the Nebraska bill; which were Ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of the 
President and Directors of the Metropolitan Raj). 
road Company, praying the passage of an act ns. 
senting to the act of the Legislature of Marylany 
incorporating said company; and also the passave 
of an act incorporating said company within the 
District of Columbia, with authority to extend lied 
construct said road from its terminus in Georve. 
town through said townand the city of Washino- 


ton, to the depédt of the Baltimore and Ohio ra). 


road in the city of Washington, and to the navy. 
yard and Potomac river; and a donation of public 
land, or an appropriation of money, to aid jn jt, 
construction; which was referred to the Commit 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Georse 
W. Lippitt, United States consul at Vienna, pray- 
ing compensation for diplomatic services; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relg. 
tions. 

Mr. COOPER presented twelve petitions of 


ee 


| citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 


the passage of the Nebraska bill; which were or. 


Also, a petition of steamboat inspectors, engine 
builders, and others, citizens of Pittsburg, Penp- 
sylvania, representing the importance of Evans’ 


| safety guard for preventing the explosion of steam- 


boilers, and praying the | goer of the patent 
right, or the adoption of some other means of 
making the same free to the public; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of western Penn- 


|| sylvania, praying that the duty on salt may not 


be abolished; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Also, the petition of Joseph S. Kite, praying 
the extension of his patent for an improvement i: 


| the construction of railroad cars; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee’on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial 
of citizens of the Territory of New Mexico, pray- 
ing the establishment of a custom-house on the 
Rio Grande, near the town of El! Paso, either 
within the limits of New Mexico or the State of 
Texas. The petitioners state, that a just regard 
to the interests of the citizens of New Mexico, in 


| their commercial relations with the Republic of 


Mexico, requires the establishment of a custom- 


late regulations of the tariff of Mexico, the duties 
imposed by which have effected an entire prohibi- 
tion of the introduction of all classes of goods. 
The petitioners state further, that as the matter 
now stands, the commerce of New Mexico and 


| the United States, by way of Missouri, is entirely 


prohibited by the onerous duties levied at the 


| frontier custom-house of El Paso; while, on the 
| other hand, the citizens of Mexico introduce into 
| New Mexico, free of duty, all their products, 
| manufactures, and imports, and by their compett- 
| tion, exclude from the market the products and 
| manufactures of theirown country. The petition- 
| ers also suggest that, geographically considered, 
| the place called Frontera, about eight miles north 
| of El Paso, on the Rio Grande, in the State o! 


Texas, would be the most suitable point for 4 


| custom-house; that point commanding all the now 


traveled passes to and from the town of E! Paso. 


| The petition was referred to the Committee 0” 
| Commerce. 


ROBERT C. THOMPSON. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the bill for the relief of Robert C. Thome 
son, together with the report accompanying it, be reco! 


| mitted to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED: 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of John R. Jefferson and 


| James H. Jenkins be withdrawn from the files of the Sen 


ate, and referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
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On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of J.8. Gibson be withdrawn 

the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pen- 
eions, to whom were referred the petitions of Har- 

A. Wilcox and Elizabeth A. W. Gibson, 
sying to be allowed pensions, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
pI nted. 5 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred sundry petitions praying relief for 
disabled by captivity in the Dartmoor 
and other prisons during the late war with Great 
Britain, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom were referred documents in rela- 
tion to the repeal of the tonnage duties on Spanish 
vessels, asked to be discharged from their further 
consideration, on the ground that the committee 
had already submitted a report on the subject; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom were referred the petition and papers in the 
case of William Darby, praying remuneration for 
the time and money spent by him in the survey 
of the Sabine river, submitted a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
issed to a second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


i 


nerson 3 


avery considerable addition to the force now at the dispo 
sal of collectors, to superintend the delivery and storing of 
linports. 

For the foregoing reasons, ithas been thought best to 
limit the operation of the bill to steam-vessels. 

It is vot deemed necessary to insert any special provision 
in the bill, in regard to the lien forfreight. Itis thought 
best to leave it under the operation of existing laws. 

] am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. H. Hamutn, Chairman Committee on Commerce, 


United States Senate. 
The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to, the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


CLERKS’ COMPENSATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the bill of 
the Senate, to amend the third section of the act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1854, and for other purposes, with 
two amendments, in which they ask the concur- 
rence of the Senate. , 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the Senate take up 
the message with the view of moving, as I have 
authority to do, to concur in the amendments of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to consider the amendments. 


A message was received from the House of 


Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 
Bill for the relief of John Guzman, of Louisiana; 
Bill for the establishment of a land office in the 
Lower Peninsula of Michigan: 


The first amendment of the House was to strike 


| out the words ‘‘ and all vacancies in any of the 


Which were signed by the Presipent pro tem- | 


pore. 
FACILITIES IN UNLOADING CARGOES. 


Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, the Committee 
on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill to 
prevent unnecessary delays in the unloading of 
cargoes arriving from foreign ports, have directed 
me to report in favor of the passage of the bill, 
with an amendment. As this is a matter of con- 


classes named in said section mentioned shall be 
filled by promotion from the class next below.”’ 
The second amendment was to add, at the end 


of the bill, the following proviso: 


** Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con 
strued as making an appropriation for any period beyond 
the 30th of June, 1854.”’ 


Mr. ADAMS. The first amendment relates to 
the filling of vacancies; the second only limits the 


| provision contained in the act to the present fiscal 


siderable public importance, as the amendment of | 


the committee is recommended by the Depart- 
ment, and as there can be no serious objection to 
the bill, I ask that it be now taken up. The 
object is simply to dispense, where the owner 


requires it, with the delay of five days in unload- | 


ing cargoes arriving by steamships. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 
The amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce was to strike out allafter the enacting clause, 
and insert the following: 


That whenever merchandise shall hereafter be imported 


into any port of the United States from any foreign country | 


in vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, and it 
shall appear by the bills of lading that the merchandise so 
linported is to be delivered immediately after the entry of 
vie vessel, it shall be lawful for the collector at such port to 
take possession of such merchandise and deposit the same 
in bonded warehouse. But whenever it shall not appear 
by the bills of lading that the merchandise imported, as 
sloresaid, is to be immediately delivered, it shall be lawful 
for the collector of the customs to take possession of the 
same and deposit itin bonded warehouse at the request of 
the owner, master, or consignee of the vessel, on three 


pat hotice to such collector after the entry of the vessel. | 


nd all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the fore- 
Bvlig provision are hereby repealed. 


Mr. SEWARD. The chairman of the com- 
a has received from the Secretary of the 


reasury a letter, recommending this substitute in 
these words: 


Treasury DePaRTMENT, April 11, 1854. 


BP I have the honor to return herewith the bill and 
‘er papers inclosed in your letter of the 15th ultimo, in- 
tended to prevent unnecessary delay in the unlading of im- 
ports from vessels from foreign ports. 
eal, inclone, also,a draft of a bill which, in my jopinion, is 
lated to meet the necessities of the case, and which is 
respectfully recommended as a substitute for the draft in- 
closed in your letter. 
nae will perceive that its operation is confined to steam- 
comete as it is understood that the difficulties and delays 
eae op of, are mainly in reference to that description 
trans vinPloyed as regular and established lines for the 
‘sportation of merchandise and passengers between 
T of Europe and the United States. 
woul a the provisions of the bill applicable to all vessels, 
© 80 Increase the business of the customs as to require 





| taken up this morning. 


year, which was intended by the Senate anyhow. 
As the amendments are not important, 1 move | 
that the Senate concur in them. 

The amendments were concurred in. 


PRACTICAL ANAZSTHESIA. 

Mr. EVERETT. I am desirous of asking the 
attention of the Senate this morning to Senate bill 
No. 210, to recompense the discoverer of practi- 
cal anesthesia. | move that the Senate proceed 
to its consideration. 

Mr. EVANS. I hope that bill will not be 
It requires some inves- 
tigation. I have not yet given it that examina- 
tion which I should desire todo. It is, 1 believe, 
considered a private bill, and I did not anticipate 
that it would be called up this morning; and, 


| therefore, | am not prepared to present my views 


upon it. 
Mr. EVERETT. I did not distinctly hear the 

Senator’s objection. This is a bill which earner 

the Senate last year; and it is very much desired 


| by the parties interested that it should be acted 
/upon at an early day. 


I hope the Senator will 


| withdraw his objection. 


| upon it. 


+ 


Mr. EVANS. I cannot withdraw my objec- 
tion. I had no idea that the bill would be called | 
up this morning. If I have the right, I object, 
therefore, to its being taken up out of its order. 

Mr. WALKER. The motion of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, I suppose, is at the disposi- 
tion of the majority of the Tunahe. I hope that the 
Senate will agree to the mution, and that the bill 
will be taken up. It isa subject which has been 
long before the Senate; and I think the Senator 
from South Carolina has not yet turned his atten- 
tion to it, or he would not object to it. The bill 
has been as thoroughly investigated in both 
Houses of Congress as any other which has been 
before them fora number of years. I presume the 
Senate are prepared to vote upon it; and I should 
hope very much that we ‘might now get a vote 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on | 
Military Affairs with amendments. 

The amendments of the committee were to 


‘| insert the names of William T. G. Morton, |, 


Charles T. Jackson, and Horace Wells, as the 
probable discoverers; and to fill a blank in the bill, 
relative to the amount to be paid, with $100,000. 

The amendments of the committee were agreed 
to. 

The bill, as amended, recitesthata discovery has 
been made, and is now in practice, whereby the 
human body can be rendered safely insensible to 
pain in dental, surgical, and obstetrical operations, 
by the use of what are commonly called anzs- 
thetic agents, and the Government of the United 
States has been and isin the enjoyment of the dis- 
covery, in the military and naval ‘service: and that 
it is believed that the discovery was made by some 
one of the following persons: William T. G. 
Morton, Charles T. Jackson, each of Boston, and 
Horace Wells, of Hartford, deceased; but it does 
not appear, to the satisfaction of Congress, which 
of those parties was the original, true, and first 
discoverer thereof; and as Congress is willing to 
provide a recompense for such discovery when as- 
certained, it proposes to appropriate $100,000, to 
be paid by the Secretary ot the Treasury as a 
recompense for the discovery, and the use and 
benefit thereof by the Government and people of 
the United States. 

It is to be the duty of the district attorney of 
the United States for the northern district of New 
York, within a reasonable time after the passage 
of the bill, to file in the circuit court of a Uni- 
ted States for that district, sitting m equity,a bill 
of interpleader, wherein, reciting the act, or its 
substance, the Secretary of the Treasury, as trus- 
tee of the sum appropriated, shall be complainant, 
and William T. G. Morton, Charles T. Jackson, 
and the personal representative or representatives 
of Horace Wells, and any other person or per- 
sons who may make application to the court for 
that purpose, shall be defendants; of which bill 
those parties shall take notice, and may appear,and 
answer, and make proofs; and the circuit court is to 
have jurisdiction of the case, and it is to be tried 
according to the practice of the court,in equity cases; 
and the issue is to be, which one of the parties 
named was the original, true, and first discoverer of 
the discovery; and by final decree in such case, the 
court is to decide that issue, and direct that the 
sum of $100,000, without any costs, to be paid over 
to the party who shall be found to have been such 
discoverer, or to his personal representative or 
representatives or assignee. But if one or more 
of the defendants shall conceive himself or them- 
selves to be aggrieved by the decree, he or they 
may, within twenty days after the making of the 
decree, appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and the payment of the sum shall be sus- 
pended until final disposition be made of the case 
by that court; and if it shall appear that either of 
the defendants holds a patent for the discovery, or 
the means of applying it, which, in the judgment 
of the circuit court, 1s valid, it is to be the daty of 
that court to certify the fact to the Secretary, who 
is thereupon to withhold from that defendant the 
sum appropriated, should it be decreed to him by 
the final decree, until he shall have executed, under 
his hand and seal, an instrument in writing sur- 
rendering the patent, and granting the free use of 
the discovery, and the means of using or apply- 
ing it, to the Government and people of the United 
States; which instrument shall be lodged in the 
Patent Office, and entered on the records thereof. 
3efore the sum of $100,000 shall be paid to either 
of the parties named, he is to make oath in due 
form of law that he has not been guilty of collua- 


sion with either of the other parties named, inany 


way whatever. 


Mr. EVERETT. 


I wish to move a further 


' amendment, in the second section, to strike out 
| the words *‘ or assignee,’’ in the provision direct- 


ing the payment of the amount to the discoverer, 
or to his personal representatives or assignee. In 
the early stage of this discovery, when two of the 
persons named, Dr. Morton and Dr. Jackson, 
were in connection with each other as partners, 
Dr. Jackson made an assignment of his interest 
in it to Dr. Morton, for a small consideration. 
The state of things is now entirely changed; the 
relations of the parties to the subject and to each 
other are changed; and neither of them wishes to 
take any advantage, or to make any use of the as- 
signment; and at the joint suggestion and request 
of both of them, I am desirous that the bill shall 


, be so amended as to strike out these words, in 


order that when a decision is made by the Su- 
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preme Court, the benefit shall accrue to the indi- 


vidual who shall be adjudged to be the discoverer, 
and that this old assignment, which was made in 
a very early stage of the history of the discovery, 
and which does not apply at all to the existing 
state of the case, shall not interfere with the de- 
cision which the court may make. I move the 
amendment at the request of both the parties prin- 
cipally interested, and I hope there will be no 
objection to it. 
‘he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWSON. I regret that I failed this 
morning to bring up some papers connected with 
this subject. 1 wish now to ask that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow, in order that I may produce those pa- 
pers. I have in my possession a letter from Dr. 
Jackson, and one from Dr. Long, of Athens, in 
the State of Georgia, on this subject. Dr. Long 
is a very young man, but he commenced his prac- 
tice as early, | think, as the year 1843, and has, 
therefore, been over ten years in the profession. 
The evidence which I have will, I think, establish 
the fact beyond controversy, that this young man 
applied this discovery in the same form in which 
it is said to have been applied by one of the three 
mdividuals mentioned. have forgotten his given 

ace, 

Mr. EVERETT. It is provided for by the 
general proviston allowing all persons to come in. 

Mr. DAWSON. I know that, but I wish Dr. 
Long to stand among the four named in the bill 
as one of the individuals who, in all probability, 
made the first discovery. Perhaps it would be suf- 
ficient to put in ** Dr. Long, of Athens, Georgia.”’ 

Mr. WALKER. I will state to the Senator 
from Georgia that I heard of this gentleman, and 
procured of Mr. Hitrver, of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, his name, and I thought I had it in 
my pocket, but I have lost it. The terms of the 
bill, however, are broad enough to embrace him. 

Mr. DAWSON. ButI wish to have him dis- 
tinctly mentioned in both sections. 1 move, there- 
fore, to insert the name of ** Dr. Long, of Athens, 
Georgia,’’ in every place in the bill, where the 
names of Dr. Jackson and Dr. Morton occur. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. PETTIT. I desire either to make a simi- 
lar amendment, or to ask that the bill shall be laid 
over until to-morrow. I have no doubt myself 
that another gentleman than any of those who 
have been named, is the discoverer of this reme- 
dial agent, whatever it may be. I am satisfied 
that I can show to the Senate, beyond a doubt, 
that Doctor Samuel Guthrie, of New York, made 
this discovery as early as 1831. Heis now dead, 
but his heirs are living; and they have had a cor- 
respondence with me this winter on the subject. 
I have their letter, and the references which they 
make to authorities acknowledging him to be the 
discoverer; and this acknowledgment is from New 
England. lI ask then that **the heirs of Doctor 


Samuel Guthrie, of New York,’’ shall be inserted 


in the proper place. 
Mr. EVERETT. I have no objection. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART. I wish to suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts an amendment, which I 
think ought to be appended to this bill, to carr 
out its objects. 
it shall appear that any of these persons claiming 
the discovery has a patent, and if the court shall 
decree the sum appropriated to belong to him, it 


shall not be paid to him until he surrenders his | 


patent. It will be seen, therefore, that this bill 
proposes to try the validity of his patent; and, as 
a matter of course, if the court should determine 
to pay this money to any other person, it would 
determine the question of iriority of discovery— 
the very foundation of the patent. Hence, I sub- 
mit that the bill should further provide, that if the 
decree should te in favor of any other person than 
the patentee, the patent should be thereby an- 
nulled. 

Mr. EVERETT. 

Mr. STUART. Then I move to amend the 
bill by adding: 

Provided, further, That if the decree shall be in favor of 
any party other than the one holding a patent for the said 
discovery, it shall be the duty of the said court to decree 
further, that any patent so held by any party to the proceed- 
ings shall be nall and void. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


name, or | would propose toinsert itin the proper | 


| pence, 


The latter part provides, that if |, 


I have no objection to that. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. RUSK. It has just been suggested to me 
that Dr. J. G. Dickinson claims to have made this 
discovery; I move, therefore, to amend the bill by 
inserting his name. 

Mr. EVERETT. I have no objection to that, 
though there is a general clause which covers all 
the claimants. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is, ‘* Shall 
the bill be engrossed, and read a third time?”’ 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not know 
much of the merits of the alleged discovery, but I 
cannot for my life see any earthly jurisdiction in 
the Senate either to pass upon its merits, or to 
compensate the alleged discoverer. I recollect a 
discussion which took place upon it heretofore, 
when some gentlemen entertained different opin- 
ions from those which I entertain; but [ should 
regret that it should pass into a precedent, with- 
out its appearing upon the record how the vote 
stood; I trust, therefore, that the Senate will 
indulge me with the yeas and nays upon the 
engrossment of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. Since the yeasand nays are to 
be called upon this proposition, and I am to be 
required to record my name, as I shall do, in favor 
of the passage of the bill, | wish to say, in a single 
word, why [do so. That the Government has 
the right to pay for the use of patents, or for the 
use of things which have been patented under the 
authority of law, is established, as far as we can 
establish it, by precedent; and I risk nothing in 
saying, that in more than fifty cases has the Gov- 
ernment paid for the use of patents. We paid Mr. 
Colt, Dr. Maynard, of this city, and various 
others, for the use of patents. There are many 
such cases, which I have not now in my mind, 
but which can be established by reference to the 
records. 

In this case, after a careful investigation of all 


| the facts in reference to it, I state it to be true, 


that the Government has for years used this patent 
without paying to the patentee one solitary six- 
In all your hospitals, on board of all 
your men-of-war, habitually during the late war 
with Mexico, and wherever your Army and your 
Navy surgeons are located, this discovery has 
been used without the Government paying or 
pretending to pay, in any manner, shape, or form, 
anything to the patentee. That being true, | 


hold, that according to precedent, you are bound 
| to pay, and by the facts of this particular case, || 
you are especially bound to compensate the pat- | 


entee for the use of his discovery. 

That the importance of the discovery may be 
known, as it stands in my mind, I will simply re- 
mark that for more than two thousand years the 
world has been in search of this discovery. At 
last it has been made. It is the most important 
boon, I think, which has been given to mankind 
for many centuries. When the Government has | 
taken possession of it, and is using it without pay, 
without compensation, and without acknowledg- | 
ment to the patentee, its acknowledged discov- 
erer, | think we ought to pay for it. Ido not de- 
sire to detain the Senate. I rose merely to put upon 
the record some justification of the vote which | 
intend to give. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third | 
time, resulted—yeas 24, nays 13; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bright, Brown, Chase, Cooper, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Johnson, Jones of | 
Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, Sebastian, Seward, | 
Shields, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of | 
New Jersey, Wade, Walker, Weller, and Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Clay, Daw- | 


' son, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, | 


Mason, Rusk, Slidell, and Stuart—13. 
The bill was then read a third time, and passed. | 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 
On motion by Mr. WALKER, the Senate re- | 


| sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- | 


sideration of the House bill “to grant a home- | 
stead of one hundred and sixty acres of the public | 
lands to actual settlers.’’ 
Mr. WADE. I move to amend the bill in the 
sixth section, by striking out after the word * in- | 
dividual ’’ to the word ** and.’ The words pro- | 
posed to be stricken out are, ‘‘a resident of any | 
one of the States or Territories, and.’’ The object | 
of my amendment is to strike out the limitation | 


\| which restricts the benefits of the bill to persons | 


| homestead bill. 


| Ohio is, that you shall not only tax one portion of 
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who are now residents of the United Stat 
prevents its operating in favor of those w 
come into the country after its passage. 
see no good reason for the distinction now 
in the bill. 

I am willing that foreigners who come into this 
country, and go on to the public lands and sett\. 
there and labor for five years, should then hay. 
the advantages of this law. I am willing, so (a, 
as I am concerned, that the law shall Operate - 
an inducement for such persons to come here and 
settle our public lands. The effect of the amend. 
ment will be barely to strike out this restric 
and to make the bill operate in favor of all foreien, 
ers who may come in hereafter, as well as those 
who are now here. That isthe only object of th¢ 


8, and 
ho ma 

I can 
made 


tion, 


| amendment. 


Mr. WALKER, Will not the effect of that 
amendment, in this connection, be to confine the 
benefits of the bill entirely to foreigners ? 

Mr. WADE. No, sir; the first section provides 
for all who are now residents of the United States. 
They are provided for without this section, an) 
this amendment will only strike out the limitation 
to which I have referred. Let the section be read 
as it will stand if amended, so as to ascertaiy 
whether I am right or not. 

The PRESIDENT. The section, if amende 
as proposed to be amended by the Senator from 
Ohio, reads: 

** Tfany individual now nota citizen of the United States, 
but at the time of making such application for the benef 
of this act, shall have filed a declaration of intention as re 
quired by the naturalization laws of the United States, and 
shall become a citizen of the same before the issuance oj 
the patent, as made and provided for in this act, shall be 
placed upon an equal footing with the native-born citizen 
of the United States.’’ 

Mr. ADAMS. I cannot, Mr. President, vote 
for the amendment of the Senator from Ohio 


| Since I have had the honor of a seat here, | have 
| been very anxious for the passage of a bill to re- 
_duce the price of the public lands. 


My own 


| opinion is, that a proper graduation of the price 
| of the public lands, so as to dispose of them at 
| their intrinsic value, will be worth a great dea! 

more to the country than what is known as the 
I am opposed to the principle of 


this bill which, disguise it as you may, is at last 


| but taxing one portion of the people for the ben- 
| efit of another; taking money out of the pockets 


of a portion of the people, and placing it in the 


| pockets of others by legislation. However merit 


orious, and however deeply my sympathies may 


| be excited in favor of the necessities of the poor, 


I consider ‘his bill a violation of principle, a prin- 
ciple which I look upon as almost vitally import- 


'| ant to the legislation of this country. 


But, sir, the proposition of the Senator from 


the people for the benefit of another, but that you 
shall tax the native born and adopted citizens o! 


| this country for the benefit of foreigners; thal you 


shall say, by this bill, to every man who may reside 


| without the limits of the United States, if he wi!! 


come here, that your citizens shall be taxed to the 


| value of one hundred and sixty acres, and a bounty 
| of that amount of land bestowed upon him. To 
| that | am opposed. 


I have no hostility against foreigners. My friend 
from lowa, the other day, ona collateral issue, 08 
a question which came before the Senate, remarket 
that I had deserted him, and those who act wilh 
him, on this bill. Sir, 1 am not conscious that! 
have ever favored the bill, or the principle of the 
bill; therefore, Iam nota deserter from it. | think, 
if we will cast our eyes around us, we shail se 
that the time has passed when it is necessary \° 
hold out inducements to individuals to emigrate ® 
this country. My friend from Iowa said he hop 
the time would never arrive when the people of 
this country would cease to remember with sent 
ments of gratitude, the claims of the decendants ® 
the Lafayettes and Montgomeries, and others ¥° 
aided our fathers in the Revolution. | hope 80 
but times have changed. The time has ceased, !f 
my humble judgment, when we should continu’ 
to hold out other and different inducements (0 
dividuals to immigrate and become citizens fe 
country, than are afforded by the character 0! 0! 
institutions. I would not change the policy ° 
this Government, and refuse to hold out induct 
ments such as we have heretofore held out t for 
eigners. I desire to see this country coutiant® be 
a home and an asylum for the oppressed o! ™ 





